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MUNICIPAL STATISTICS. 
Amongst the various enactments w"hich became law for 

~:Ja80n, Victoria on its separation from .New South Wales, was a 
. provision in the Imperial Act authorizing the Governor to 

incorporate the inhabitants of every county, to form districts for the 
purpose of local government, and to establish elective District Councils, 
with power to frame by-laws for making and maintaining roads, estab
lishi.ng schools, levying local tolls and rates, &c. Many of the provi
sions of the Act were found to be unworkable and expensive in the 
details, and the District Councils therefore discontinued their meetings 
and practical working under the .Act. Improved legislation being re- . 
quired, an Act was. passed in 1853, establishing a central Road Board 
for the whole Colony, with an Insp~tor-General and staff, .and also 
providing for the creation of local Road Districts under the management 
of Road Boards. This Act made pr.ovision chiefly for local government 
in cOUlltry districts, and the greater part of it remained in force until" 
1863, :when' it was repealed, and replaced by the Roads Districts and 
Shires Act. In the meanwhile suburban districts and towns were 
growing up, and in 1859 an Act was passed for the establishment" of 
municipal institutions in Victoria. This Act also continued in force 
till 1863, when its chief provisions were merg-ed into the Municipal 
Corporations Act. Further improvements and extensions have been 
made from time to time in the Acts dealing with local ~overnment, and 
it is now .practically universal throughout Victoria, the whole area 
of the State (except French. Island) being divided into urban or rural 
'municipal districts. The former are called cities, towns, and boroughs, 
and the latter shires. 

The laws rela.ting to local government were amended and con
solidated by the Local Government Act 1915. The councils of 
municipalities have power to levy rates, which, together with 
licence-fees, subsidies received :{rom the State, market dues,rents. 
and sanitary charges, form their chief sources of income. Their 
principal functions are to . mak~, maintain, and control streets, 
roads, bridges, ferries, culverts, sewers, drains, water-courses, a.nd 
jetties within their respecti~e boundaries; and, under proper by-law8,. 
to control the. traffic and regulate the markets, pounds, abattoirs," 
baths, and places of recreation; also to make arrangements for sewerage, 
lighting, water supply, and carrying on of noxious. trades, and to act 
as local' Boards of Health. 

Any portion of Victoria, not exceeding in area nine 
square miles, and hi.!-ving no point in such are.a distant more 

Cities, towns, than six miles from any other point therein which contains 
boroughS, and .. ' 
shIres. at least 500 mhabltant householders, and rateable property 

capable of yielding £300 per annum upon a rate of one 
shilling in the' pound, may be constituted a· borough. Any borough 
having during the precedlng financial year a revenue of £10,000 may 
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be declared a town; or, having a revenue of £20,000, may be declared 

It:ci~y .. .Any portion of Victoria con~~ rateable property capab~e 

.qf Yielding £1,500 on.a rate of one shilling ill the pound may be COnstl-

tuted a shire. . There are 52 cities, towns, and boroughs in Victoria. 

and 141 shires. The Governor in Council may unite any two or more 

boroughs which form one contiguous area. so as to form one borough, 

notwithstanding that the area would exceed the limits above specified; 

may unite any number of municipalities, one of which is a shire, which 

form one contiguous area, so as toform one shire ; and may.sever any 

portion of a municipal district and attach it to another, annex an out

lying district,subdrnde any 'municipal district into any number of 

di'9"isions not exceeding eight, alter the boundaries; or abolish the sub • 

. <¥visions. . 

On petition by twenty-five ratep'ltyers resident in 

~hlpt. "any portion, not exceeding three square miles in extent, of 

~:y shire, and distant more than ten miles from the City of Melbourne, 

'~e Governor in Council may proclaim such portion a township. . 

-~ , . Each municipality existing at the commencement of the 

=\ro!.. original Act, 29th December, 18M-now incorporated in the 

Act 'of 1915-is allowed the number of councillors then 

asSigned to it; but in other cases the number must be some. multiple 

of thre.e, not less than six nor more than 24. The number is usually 

nine. If the distri9t is subdivided, the number of cOll~illors is three 

for ea,ph subdiv~ion, If at any time ~n any municipality there is' no 

collD,cil or there are not enough councillo.rs to form a quorum, a com

missioner may be appointed by the Governor in Council to exercise 

. the powers of the council. Male pers\,>ns liable to be rated in relJpect . 

of property in the municipal district of the rateable fUlnual ",alue of 

£20 at least, wh.ether consisting of one or more tenem¥-ts, are qualified 

to hold the office of councillOl'. The election of councillors takes place 

~np.ually, One-third of the councillors retire ~ach year by rotati(}n, 

l,>ll~ retiring councillors maybe re-elected. The councillors elect their 

own chairman; who, in.thecase of cities, towns, and boroughs. is called 

the mayor; in the case of shires, the president.. 

. Every person (male or femare) 21 years of age or upwards, =tal 
. liable.to be rated in respect o£ property within a municipal 

. district, in respect of which all rates, ma.de before lOth 

M~6h (lithe year, have been paid, shall be entitled to be enrolled as a 

voter. Plura,lity (if votes is allowed upon the following scale ;-

. IN CITIES, TOWNS, AND BOROUGHS. 

Properties rated at an annual value of under £50 

..'" .. " . £50 to £100 
;... . . t100 a.nd upwards 

IN SHIRES: 
Properties rated at. an annual value of under £25 

" .. .. " £25 to £75 . t •• 

" " . .. £75 a.nd upwards 

One vote. 
Two vote&. 
Thtee votea. 

•• 'j One vote. 
Two votes. 
Three votes. 
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No person may be enrolled in respect ~£ property <orated under £5 a year, unless there is a house on the property, and he resides there. The occupier and the owner are not to be both enrolled in 'respect of the same property, the former having the prior right to enrolment. CorpOrations liabl61 to be rated may nominate not more than three persons to be enrolled in their stead, and joint occupiers and owners, not exceeding three, are each entitled to be enrolled. If there be Iilore than three; then the three standing first- on the last rate valuation or return are so entitled. The Voting by Post Act 1915 may be made applicable to the elections for any municipality on the petition' of the councillors. " 

Rateable 
property. 

.All land situated in a municipal district is rateable 
property except the following :~Crown lands; land used 
exclusively for commons, mines, public worship, mechaniCs' institutes, public libraries, cemeteries, primary free schools; 1tnd charitable purposes; land vested in or held by or in· trust for any municipality, local governing body, or commissioners nnder the Water Acts; and land vested in fee in the Railways Commissioners, Minister of Public Instruction, Board . of Land and' W ol'ks, Harbor Trust Commissioners, and Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works. The expression "land" includes, of course,' all ' buildings and improvements thereon .. For the purpose (If rating the valuation of property is computed at its net annual value, that is to say, at the rent at which the same might reasonably be expected to let from year to year, free of all usual tenants' rates and taxes, and deducting therefrom the probable annual average cost of insurance and. other expenses (if any) necessary to maintain the property in a state to command such rent: provided that no rateable pr9perty shall be computed as of an annual value of less than £5 per centum upon the fair capital value of the fee-simple thereof. In the case of certain Crown lands. held for pastoral purposes only, the provision that the annual value must not be lesa,than 5 per cent. on the capital value does not apply, but the occupier is rated on the actual net annual value of the property. 

Rates levied in municipal districts are of threll kinds, 
Rates-- viz. :---Gl)neral, extra, and separate rates. General rates glneral, 
.parate, &0. are levied at l~ once in each year by the council of every 

municipality, and sha'l not exceed in anyone year 2s. 6d. in the pound of the net annual value, or be less than 6d. in the pound of such value. Every general rate is made and levied on the occupier of the property rated, or, if there be no occupier, or the occupier be the Crown or a public or 10caJ body, then upon the owner of the property. Extra rates may be levied in anyone or more subdivisions of a district, on requisition by not less than two-thirds of the councillors for the subdivision, provided that both rates together in any snbdivision do not exceed 2s. 6d. in ebe pound. Extra rates are levied on all properties alike in the subdivision; but, where any works or undertakings are for 
lIf 2 
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~, th~ 'special benefit of any particular portion of the municipal district, 

": ' ~fa sePftrate rate" may be levied, with the consent of a majority of the 

! "occupiers, and of one-third at least of the owners of the properties 

. affected. The rates to be leVied may be differential,. according to the 

benefits to be reqeived by different properties, and the amount of the 

rate must be such as will, in the opinion of the conncil,snffice to provide 

for the payment ,of interest, .and periodical repayments of, or sinking 

fund' for, the 'loan raised on the security of such rate. ' 

, , Where under any Act a council is mnpowered to execute 

=:ement any work at the cost of the owners, or to require such owners 

" ,,' ' to do so, a special improvement charge may be made o~the 

, ~ies affected, on the security of which money lXlay be borrowed 

".,:~OJl the carrying' out of suM. work., ' 

""lICIrParatton Melbourne and Geelo~-the l(Ltter of which for'many • 

..... lIeUrae years ranked next in importance to the metropolis-having 

.,.,..~g. been incorporated under special statutes prior to the 

'Ei!ltablisJ1ment of municipal government on 8. large scale throughout 

th~ State, are not subiect to the Looal Government Acts, except 

in a few comparatively unimportant particulars. Melbourne was 

, incorporated as a. town in 1842, and was ordained a city in 1847. 

Geelong ~s i~rporated as a town in'I849, and proclaimed a city in 
am ., 
AhlaI&amation ,Under the provisions of the Local Government Acts 

of, " Amendment Act 1914 the following municipalities were 

1'It1lDttlpallties. united from the 1st October, 1915:-

BoROUGHS. 

Majorca, Ilnited with Shire of Tullaroop 
Carisbrook, united with Shire of Tullaroop 

, Raywood, united with Shire of Marong 
:guninyong, united with Shire of Buninyong , 
Browns and Scarsdale, united with Shire of Grenville 

Smythesdale, united with Shire of GrenvilJp. 
Tarnagulla, united with ::;hire of Bet Bet. 
Malmsbury, united with Shire of Kyneton 
Talbot, united with Shire of Talbot. 

SHIRES. 

Epping, united with Whittlesea .,' 
Mount Alexander, united. with Newstead 
Meredith, united with Bannockburn 
Mount Franklin, united with Glenlyon 
Templestowe, united with Doncaster, 
Merriang, united with Br~dmeadows, 

MUnitlipll1lUes. The totaluU'mber of municipalities throughout the State 

1111-12 to" • in which local government was being administered at the 

191&-111. '. end of the year 1915 was 193. , Of these, 18 ranked 

as cities, 7 as towns, 27 as boroughs, and the remainder (141) 

as shireS. The followi~ is a summary Of the estimated population, 

number' of ratepayers, estimated number of dwellings (inhabited and 
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uninhabited}, total and annual vi,lue of rateable property, and annual 
['evenue of 'oities, towns, boroughs, and shires in eaoh of the five years 
ended 1915-16. 

MUNICIPALITIES: 1911-12 TO 1915-16. 

EstImated Number Estimated Value 
Number of of 

Popula- of Dwellings. Rateable Property. Total Year. tiou. Rate- Revenue. 
payers. In- Unin- Total. Annual. habited. habited. ------

<lities, Towns, and 
£ £ £ Boroughs-

1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 

Shires--
1911-12 
1912-13 
191sc.14 
1914-15 
1915-16 

Total-
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 

'ncreases In 
9alue of 
rateable 
l'fopertles and 
mulllctpa! 
""nue. 

.. 742.070· 194,391 154,083· 4;682· 119,400,893 6,804,697 1,149,044 .. 777,696 200,679 
173',646 2,895 

127,743,501 7,270,972 1.259,569 .. 802,479 203,773 137,649,219 7,790,654 1,320,545 .. 825,078 209.276 186,410 3,725 147,205,224 8,218,040 1,378,006 .. B24,170 208,759 182,445 3,293 149,235,137 8,335,553 .. 
6,549· .. 568.494· 168,229 118,552" 155,677,624 7,969,963 796,472 .. 583,909 173,271 

152,654 3:748 
160,128,933 8,152,473 840,080 .. 600,431 175,637 164,268,467 8,255,5% 854,483 .. 608.828 181,480 134,349 3,530 167,405,523 8.517,938 827,466 .. 617,587 184,374 1]37,799 3,619 169,724,979 8,606,509 .. --------- . 

.. 1,310,564· 362,620 272,635· 11,231* 275,078,517 14,774,660 1,945.516 .. 1,361,605 373,950 
326,300 6,643 

287,872,434 15,423,445 2,099,649 .. 1,402.910 379,410 301,917,686 16,046,159 2,175,028 .. 1,433.906 390,756 314,759 7,255 314,610,747 16,735,978 2,205,472 .. 1,441,757 393,133 320,244 6,912 318,960,116 16,942,062 .. 
* Oensus figures. 

It will be observed frOlli the following figures that there 
has been a very substantial inorease in the estimated value 
of rateable property and in the revenue of munioipalities 
during .the period covered by the foregoing table :-

INCREASE IN VALUE OF PROPERTIES AND IN MUNICIPAL 
. REVENUE. 

Cities, Towns. and Boroughs 
Shires .. , ... 

Increase. 

1915-16 over 1911-12. 

Estimated Value of 
Rateable Property. 

Total. Annual 

£ £ 
29,sa4.244 l,!i30.856 
14,047,355 636,546 

1914·15 over 
1911-12. 

Revenue 
from 

all sources. 

£ 
228,962 

30,994 

. \ 

-- .--1-----1-----
Total Increase 43.8fll,599 2,167,402 2:;9.956 

The number of ratepayers returned for 1915-16 was 393,133, and 
the total oapital value of rateable property £318,960,116, whioh is 
equivalent to about 18t years', purohase on the basis of the annual 
value of £16,942,062. 

• . , 
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..... ·in 
liIunlclpa'"'e •. 

The properties upou''''chtJae municipalities have levied' 
rates during the past five years have ateadilyinoreased, as is· 
shown in the following statement,:-

NUMBER OF PROPERTIES RATED IN MUNICIP ALITIES~ 
1911-12 TO 1915-16 . 

1911'-12 
1919-13 
}918-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 

Year. 

•• 1 

In Oities, 
Towns, and 
Boroughs. 

. 
Properties Rated. 

In Shire •• Total. 

227,327 222,348 449,67~ 
283,939 231,904 465,843 
240,077 241,923 482,000-
247,802 249,434 497,236 
248,100 255,958 504,058 

The following is a statement of the estimated populo.
Cltlu,towmt, . tion, numper of ratepayers, total ;:lind annual value of rateable
~~;~uglls, property, annual endowment payable by the Government, 

total revenue, and amount of rate levied in the £1 in. each 
city, town, and borough in Victoria. The information relates to the· 
municipal. year, 1915.:.16, e:;;cept as regardsth.e item" revenue," which, 
is for ,1914:-15 :- . 

CITIES, TOWNS, AND BOROUGHS, 1915-16. 

Amount Estimated Value of 
A--.l 
Endow· 

Number of Ra.t.ea.ble Property. Tot8J meutpat.-Estimated Geueral Name. Popula· of Rate Revenue bMby t 
Rate. Gov&rn-

tlon. paY6ri1. levied 1914-15. mem lIJldel> 
lnthe 

£1. Total. Annlla,J. Act No. 
2805. 

-------------
CITmS. 8. 4.' t t £ £. 

Ballarat a.,402 5,861 2 3 2.619,64l> 174,643 87,594 
Bendigo 26,600 6,608 2 0 2,960,972 211,498 41,750 
Brunswick 38,880 9,027 2 4 6,155,880 257,794 41,096 

. Camberwell 17,620 1i,33S 2 0 3,950,420 197,521 27,811 
Omdfield 23,400 8,890 2 4 4,500,937 264,761 40,282 
OoUingwood 85,700 7,870. 2 0 6,821,300 266,065 30,665 
E$eeudoll 80,800 8,990 2 0 4,845,100 242,255 29,698 , 

Ii" 35.400 7,665 1 8 6,078,618 887,701 83,573 
Fa . ay 29,270 6,439 2 4 4,388,340 216,917 40,391 
Gii 16,000 4,400 2 2 2,809,120 140,456 25,621 
:He,Wt orn 28,300 5,862 2 0, l>;615,800 280,790 31,642 
Malvern 24,200 6,968 2 II 5,750,340 287,517 38,180 
Melbourne 107,870 28,038 1 2 43,MIl,440 11:,176,972 456,155 
Nort/lcote 24,160 6,500 2 3 3,274..910 163,746 27,526 
Prahtan .48,760 11,748 1 8 7,224.900 602,075 67,089 
Rlo!Inloud ,41,300 9,166 2 1 l>,7Sif,794 821,488 40,060 
SoTltb ¥elbQumi' 48,960 ID,288 2 0 9,454,900 472,745 64,621 
St. Kllda 80,080 6,847 2 0 4,421),464 869,122 42,168 

TOWNS. 

Ballarat Eaat ~. 1(1,200 3,871 2 0 85.208 14,378 
Brighton ' ' .. 16,800 3,691 2 8 174;212 22,1177 
Coburg 13,<120 6.300 2 3 88A56 18,083 
.KeW .. IS,050 8,240 2 1 132,812 18,807 
Port Melbol!me. : : 111,450 11,000 II 3 " ps,lOO 17,000 
Warrnamboo! 7,800 1,669 2 0 60,895 20,987 
Wllliamstown 17,250 6,300 2 ,8 1118,032 17,982 

" 
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CITrES, TOWNS, AND BOROUGHS-Continued. 

Name. 

BOltOUGHS. 
Ararat •• .. 
Browns andScaradale 
Buninyong •• 
(}arlsbrook •• 
Castlemalne •• 
Chewton •• 
Clunes •• •• 
{Jreswick •• 
Daylesford .' •• 
Dunolly •• 
Eaglehawk •• 
Echuca.. .• 
Geelong West .. 
Hamiltou •• 
Horsham •• 
Inglewood •• 
Koroit •• .. 
Majorca.. .. 
Malmsbury' •• 
Maryborongh •• 
Newtown and Ohilwell 
{)a.kleigh •• 
Portland •• 
Port Fairy •• 
QueenscliJf •• 
Raywood •• 
Rutherglen •• 
Sale" " 
Sebastopol •• 
,Smythesdale •• 
Stilwell.. •• 
·St. Arnaud " 
Talbot .• •• 
Tarnagulla •• 
Wangaratta •• 
Wonthaggi •• 

Total 

Estimated Number 
Popula· R~ie. 

tlOn. payers. 

4,500 1,060 

5:600 1,396 
925 247 

1,800 413 
2,165 596 
8,821 814 
1,170 342 
7,770 1,978 
4,000 1.074 
8,655 1,930 
4,800 1,162 
3,500 789 
1,250 330 
2,442 404 

5;ioo 1,000 
6,900 1,556 
4,690 1,918 
2,240 610 
2,000 502 
1.630 638 

1;200 346 
8,504 973 
2,400 524 

4;500 975 
4,000 990 

4:030 899 
3,550 982 

Amoun~ 
of 

General 

"Flstimated VaIue of 
Rateable Property. 

Rate ------
levied 
'in the 

£1. 

8. tl. 
2 6 

2"0 
1 6 

.• 6 
1 9 
2 3 
1 6 
2 0 
2' 0 
2 4 
2 8 
2 6 
1 ·6 
2 0 

1 3 
2 0 
2 3 
2 0 
2 0 
2 0 

1 3 

1 9 I 2 0 
" 2 3 

1 9 

1 9 
2 0 

I 

Total 1 Annual. 

£ 
263,130 

454,837 
37,088 
63,609 1 

83,620'1 
284,625 

60,190 
405,732 
811,000 

1.012,<160 
742,840 
462,400 

79,320 
323,7401 

268,400 
868,380 
793,940 
379,320 
220,560 
246,520 

12'3,700 
397,080 
85,620 

197,770 
376,460 

£ 
26,313 

36'.387 
4,636 
9.087 
8,362 

18,975 
6,019 

33,811 
24,88Q 
50.603 
37,142 
27,200 

6,610 
16,~87 

2S;S40 
43,419 
39,697 
18,966 
11,47.8 
12,326 

12;370 
19,854 

7,135 

19;777 
18,823 

598,000 29;900 
258,360 21,530 

-8-24-,-17-0- -2-08-,-75-9- --.-. -+1-4-9-,2-3-5,-1-3718,335,553 

Total 
Revenue 
1914-15. 

£ 
9,744 

322 
995 
820 

6,303 
820 

2,748 
2,527 
3,617 
1,150 
7,101 
6,661 

10.005 
7,317. 
5,481 
1,670 
3,240 

387 
699 

5,883 
4,838 
7,306 
4.247 
4,202 
2,197 

837 
2,101 
7,847 
1,506 

233 
7,460 
3,272 

880 
591 

4,408 
3,175 

1,378,006 

251 

Annual 
Endow· 

mentpay· 
able by the 

Govern· 
ment under 

AetNo. 
2805. 

£ 
25 

" 

.. 

25 
25 
87 
37 
25 
25 
25 
26 
26 
25 
50 
25 
25 

40 
25 
40 

25 
25 

779 

$hlres, 
181&-16. 

The next table gives a li8t of the shires, and similar par. 
tioulars ~o those shown for the oities, towns, and boroughs:

SHIRES, 1915-16. 

Amount Estimated Vaue of AnnuitJ. 
Endow-• Number of Rateable Property. 

mentptt-Name. Estimated 
of General Total able by e • POftulao 

Rat .. Rate ----- ----.-~ Revenue Govern-ton. levied 1914-15. payers. in the mentunder 
£1. Total. Annual. Act No. 

--- ..2805. 
~ 

8. d. £ £ £ £ Alberton .. 5.300 1,245 1 3 1,680,100 84,005 8,890 750 .Alexandra. .. 8,000 789 1 ::I 909,420 45,471 4,667 375 Arapiles .. 2,713 743 1 0 835,320 41,766 2,573 152 Ararat •• .. 7,700 2,040 1 0 3,238,560 161,92~ 10,570 650 Avoca " .. 4,000 1,475 1 3 810,000 40,500 3,320 243 Avon 
" 2,925 749 1 0 800,020 40,001 4,445 %88 'Bacchus'Marsh .. 8,151 705 1 6 583,464 41,676 4,041 193 Ba.!rnsdale " 8,475 1,955 1 0 1,990,640 99.532 11,485. 720 Ballan •• " 4.000 1,060 1 S 725,300 36,265 3,455 288 Ballarat .. .4,500 778 1 0 1,213760 60,688 ',552 288 Bannockburn .. 8,075 790 1 0 1,147,240 67.362 2,468 227 'Barrarbool .. 2,010 475 1 4 754,240 37,712 3,219 213 Beechworth 
" 6,000 1,420 1 :I 374,400 31,200 7,411 1178 I3elfast •• .. 2,620 ..-!}.70 1 , 1,053,140 52,657 4,576 826 



Name. 

Bellarine 
BeuaIla 
Berwick 
Bet Bet 
BirelIip •• 
~ .. 
Braybrook 
lklght •• -
Broadford •• 
Broadmeadows •• 
Buna " 
Buln Buln 
.Bungaree 
Bunlnyong 
Oharlton 
OhUtern •• 
Colao •• 
Oorlo .• 
Oranbourne 
Oreswiek 
Dandenong 
Deakin .'" 
Dlmboola 

. Donald ., 
Doncaster 
Dundas' . 

nkle 
don 

.. -. 
liluroa .• 
F~nitree Gully •• 
'Flinders 
Frankston and 

Hastings •• 
Gisborne •• 

. Glenelg .• " 
Gleulyon •• 
Gotdon.. .. 
Gimlburn •• 
GrenVlIII' •• 
Hampden •• 
Healesville •• 
Heidelberg •• 
Heytesbury •• 
Howqua " 
Huntly.. •• 
Kara Kara " 
Kar1mrooo " 
Keilor-- .. .. 
lieocang... .. 
KlImore •• 
Koiong •• 
Kowree " 
Kyneton " 
Laneelleld " 
Lawlol\ .... 
Leigh.. .. 
Lexton.. •• 
LUydale) .. 
Lowan.. .. 
Maffra •• " 
Maldon... .. 
Mansfield •• 
Marong " 
Melton •• " 
Meredith •• 
Merriang " 
U:~e " 
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SHIREs-continuea. 

Estimated Numbet 
Popula- of 

t · Rate· 
IOn. payeocs. 

~~~ I 
'1,400 
4,fl6~ 
1,900 

.6,000 
2,800 
5,600 
2,100 
3,403 
2,600 
4,900 
4,900 
6,750 
3,300 
2,650 

14,500 
3,000 
4,400 
5,000 
6,000 
3,300 
6,400 
3,284 
2,146 
3,525 
5,050 
1,700 
3,575 

6;500 
5,000 
3,650 

3,600 
2,500 
5,950 
5,378 
3,800 
3,000 
5,995 
9,850 
1,960 

11,000 
5,000 
1,40j) 
3,51m 
4,200 
5,500 
1,025 
9,250 
2,000 
6,300 
3,800 
7,820 
1,000 
3.300 
1,624 
1,900 
6,650 
4,100 
4,~0 
4,300 
3,650 
6,700 
1,520 

1,810 
2,900 
2,500 
1,102 

515 
1,330 
2,150 
1,400 

486 
1,749 

417 
1,386 
1,022 
2,112 

514 
'753 

3,247 
904 

1,409 
1,081 
4,220 
1,157 
1,260 

769 
801 

1,134 
1,014 

527 
1,405 

1,136 
2,350 

,2,169 

1,965 
626 

1,547 
1,178 

857 
562 

1,675 
2,320 

814 
4,500 
1,165 

280 
1,009 
1,366 
1,345 

545 
2,250 

542 
1,400 
1,321 
2,132 

309 
624 
625 
578 

2,466 
1,300 
1,095 
1,328 

984 
2,292 

325 

713 

.Amount 
of 

General 
Rate 

levied 
in the 

£1. 

•• tl. 
1 3 
1 0 
1 6 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 3 
1 3 
1 0 
1 3 
1 3 
1 6 
1 9 
1 3 
1 0 
1 0 
1 3 
1 6 
1 6 
1 0 
2 0 
1 0 
1 6 
1 O. 
1 6 
1 0 
1 0 
1 II 
1 6 

1 3 
2 0 
1 3 

1 6 
1 0 
1 0 
1 3 
1 0 
1 0 
1 3 
1 6 
2 0 
1 6 
1 6 
1 6 
1 0 
1 6 
1 0 
1 II 
1 0 
1 6 
1 6 
10 
1 0 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 0 
1 9 
1 3 
1 0 
1 0 
1 II 
1 3 
1 0 

lilstlmated Value of 
Rateable Property. 

Total. I Annual. 

£ £ 
. 1,037,720. 51,886 

2,45J.,600 122,580 
1,624,200 81,210 

624,580 31,229 
1,041,740 52,087 

•
2,519,180 125,959 

980,700 49,035 
,712,680 35,634 
306,900 15,345 

1,210,640 6O,5S2 
611,460 30,573 

1,061,480 63,074 
631,560 . 31,578 

1,270,200 63,510 
1,056,6&0 52,833 

223,970 22,397 
5,284,200 264,210 
1,213,560 60,678 
1,159,340 57,967 
1,108,320 55,416 
1,402,320 70,116 
1,319,100 65,955 
1,711,980 85,599 

866,220 43,311 
584,780 29,239 

2,032,460 101,623 
1,716,440 85,822 

920,630 46,034 
758,960 37,948 

1,126,220 56,311 
926,400 46,320 
862,780 43,139 

755,400 37,770 
599,660 29,983 

2,428,060 121,403 
326,570 32,657 

1,030,660 51,533 
675,080 33,754 
726,795 48,453 

5,558,100 277,'905 
325,140 16,257 

2,248,820 112,441 
1,696,380 84,819 

80,520 4,026 
'906,800 45,340 

1,190,140 59;607 
2,345,460 117,273 

420, 760 ~l, 038 
2,986,360 149,318 

205,510 20651 
1,083.220 64.161 
1,355;520 84,720 
1,389,440 69,472 

261,820 18,091 
546,130 36;342 

1,023:780 51,189 
. 805,020 40,251 
1.!1I15;12O 68,256 

812040 40,602 

;:~Ii 
'W.9J i':OO6 I 

Total 
Revenue 
1914-15. 

£ 
4,143 

10,684 
8,318 
2,030 
2,129 
8,780 
4,001 
4,785 
.,618 
3,298 
3,986 
6,590 
4,301' 
',961 
3,617 
2,536 

2'3,612 
5,219 
6,358 
4,341 

11,067 
3,147 
4,630 
4,068 
1,407 
8,109 
5,710 
3,576 
3,657 
1,621 
6,126 
6,615 
3,828 

4,15'1 
2,987 . 

10,141 
1,531 
3,485 
2,965 
4,413 

28 297 
2,974 

28,850 
8,740 

725 
3,031 
~69 
5,595 _ 
'1.622 
13,140 

2.286 
4,307 
5,560 
8,746 
1,149 
3,190 
3,937 
3,179 
8.756 
3,159 
7,519 
3.128 
6.281 
6,616 
2,091 
2.017 
1,180 
1,7611 

Annual 
Endow

mentpay· 
able by th& 

Govern-
mentnnder

AetNo.· 
2805. 

£ 
24:t 
725-
50!) 
212 
200 
540 
160 
375-
150> 
270' 
175-
625 
400 
300 
275 
115 
600 
250< 
350 
388: 
263 
223 
309 
288 
196> 
525 
600 
275 
225-

375-
450 
130 

218-
170 
600-
227 
370 
175 
302: 
375 
225 
20ll ' 
550 
100 
200 
338 

4~~ 
500 
138 
325 
435-
367 

76 
198: 
275-
200 
400 
300 
500 
18S 
45(} 
46(} 
1180 

lS~ 
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SHIREs--continued. 
to 

Amount 
, Annual EsMmated Value of Endow-

Number Qf Rateable Property. 
Total mentPah-Name. Estimated of General able by t e Popula- Rate- Rate Revenue Govern-tion. payers. levied 1914-15. mentunder in the Total. Annual. Act No. £1. 

! I 2805. ------I 
B. d. £ £ £ ... 

lIfIldura .. <6,500 1,427 1 9 1,329,880 66,494 11,653 238 
JW.nhamlte .. 2,000 562 1 0 1,301,700 65,085 6,041 325 
Mirboo •• .. 1,450 351 1 6 488,700 24,435 2,511 350 
Moorabbin .. 15,500 6,400 2 0 3,084,160 154,208 32,131 300 
Mornlngton .. 1,900 475 1 9 470,000 23,500' 3,081 115 
Mortlako .. 3,070 679 1 3 2,219,680 110,984 8,274 350 
Morwell .. 3,200 867 1 3 915,860 45,793 4,752 450 
Mount Alexander .. .. .. .. .. 943 .. 
Monnt Franklin •• 

2:470 '700 
.. 

1,57i,480 78:574 
1,566 

'200 Mount Ronse .. 1 0 5,768 
Mulgrave .. 2,750 894 2 0 514,480 25,724 3,646 225 
Melvor •• .. 4,200 1,141 L 0 751,820 37,591 3,195 225 
Narracan 

and 
5,400 < 1,425 1 6 1,219,580 60,979 7,410 700 

Newham 
Woodend .. 2,500 546 1 6 425,840 21,292 2,328 150 

Newstead .. 3,835 1.058 1 0 532,640 26,632 1,500 168 
North Ovens .. 2,600 802 1 0 657,280 32,864 . 2.542 148 
Numurkah .. 6,890 1,699 1. 0 2,453.120 122,656 9,754 600 
Nunawading .. 9,292 8,5,73 2 2 ~,676,540 83,827 ~2,474 475 
Omeo .. .. 3,200 1,405 1 6 854.480 <42,724 5,923 850 
Orbost •• .. 3,200 694 1 6 732,000 36,600 4,987 550 
Oxler .. 

and 
4,670 1,068 1 0 1,084,200 M,21C 4,271 375 

'PhillIp Island 
Woolamal 3,867 2,300 1 6 1,126,020 56,301 6,372 550 

Poowong and< Jeetho 7,500 1.595 1 3 1,829,980 91,499 10,962 1,000 
Portland .. 5,300 1,926 1 0 1,729,500 86.475 7,492 500 
Preston .. 7,109 2,897 2 0 1,122,000 56,100 10,850 325 
Pyalong' .. 1,150 350 1 0 424,000 21,200 1,367 115 
Ripon •• .. 4,389 1,350 1 3 1,762,200 88.110 7,829 225 
~ester .. 5,051 1,539 1 0 1,260,600 63.030 5,677 250 
Rodney .. 6,718 1,631 1 0 2,034,840 '101;742 '1',669 438 
ROmsey •• .. 2,000 478 1 3 482,360 24,118 2,256 137 
Rosedale .. 4,000 1,078 1 0 1,545,200 77,260 6,632 500 
Rutherglen .. 4,800 847 1 3 781,560 39,078 3.591 225 
Seymour .. ~oo 1,107 1 0 826,440 41,322 4,448 425 
Sh:ifcarton .. ,300 1,700 1 0 2,117,200 105,860 9,329 425 
Son Barwon 2,860 1,312 1 9 662,680 28,134 4,132 138 
South Gippsland" 4,125 1,030 1 6 \)87,960 49,398 6,101 525 
.sflrlngfleld •• 700 188 1 3 269,400 13,470 1,277 94 
g awell.. ..' 3,698 1,230 1 3 1,455,600 72,780 5,569 312 
Strathfteldsaye .. 3,798 1,093 1 3 458,040 22 902 2,105 139" 
Swan Hill .. 6,800 2,600 1 1 2,186,920 109,346 7,056 276 
'Talbot •• .. 2,145 665 1 0 477,520 23,876 1,334 135 
Tambo •• .. 3,100 1,014 1 9 673,480 33,674 4,460 447 
Templestowe .. 

6:500 i,soo .. 
1,9io,060 96:503 

1,249 
'900 Towong .. 1 0 8,810 

'Traralgan .. 3,300 822 1 6 982,920 49,146 6,215 446 
Tullaroop .. 4,520 1,194 1 0 495,825 33,055 2,191 208 
Tungamah .. 5,568 1,562 1 0 1,768,360 88,418 5,'751 450 
Upper Yarra .. 3,500 1,064 1 6 435,400 21,770 3,962 225 
Violet Town .. 8,000 667 1 O· ·765,600 38.280 2,815 225 
Walhalla , .. 2,000 486 2 0 51.200 6,400 1,510 ' 285 Walpenp ... . 3,075 1,455 1 0 1,390,580 69,529 1,379 

'431 Wannon .. 2,700 752 1 0 1,975,960 98,798 6,801 
Waranga .. 4,698 1,807 1 0 1,655,860 82,793 5,917 375 
Warragul .. 4,000 1,165 1 7 1,173,180 58,659 8,391 900 
Warrnamboo) .. 8,700 2,012 1 0 3,8S9.900 194,495 15,331 690 Werribee .. 4.800 3,900 1 6 1,565,460 78,273 8,213 300 
Whittlesea .. 3,620 1,000 1 3 966,840 48,342 2,383 230 
Wimmera .. 4,250 974 1 0 1,636,240 81,8~ 4,814 366 
Wlnehelsea .. 4,325 1.366 1 3 1,469,000 73,4 6,374 425 
Wodonga .. 2,100 576 1 3 497,540 24,877 2,238 144 Woorayl .. 4,555' 1,228 1 9 1,333,740 66,687 9,067 1,000 
Wycheproof .. 4,300 1,111 1 0 1,306,000 65,300 4.566 332 l' ackandandah .. 4,OOQ 758 1 ~ 757,620 37,881 3,659 466 
Yarrawonga -. 8,310 802 1 0 757.060 37.853 4,861 285 
Yea •• .. 2,520 721 1 3 877,340 43,86~ 4,004 400 ---------'-.. -1169,724,979 Total .. 617,587 184,374 8,606,509 827,466 48,448 

" 
• 



Victorian Year.Book, 1915-1~. 
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RatI~ In ., The following is the number of cities, towns, and boroughs, 
mi'palitles, and the number of shires in which rates were'strllck in each of _ 
'fa.. . thelastfiveyearsattheamountssetdowninthefirstcolumn:-

RATINGS IN :mJNICIPALITIES, 1911-12 TO 1915-16. 

Number Of Cities, Towns, and Boroughs. Number of Shires_ 
Amount '" .. I .,; .. ,.; ~ .. ..,1, .. <0 
lQvied .... 

~ 
... 

~ '1 J: .... ... ... 
In tile £1. .4 ~ '" ,!. J. ..\. .! ... ... S ... ... S .... .... ;:. ... '" .. '" 

.,. 
'" ... ... ... .... ... .... ... ... ... ... - - ---- ---I- - --.. 4 • 

!t- tl ;7 '6 '6 '6 .. 1 
68 00 67 58 .1 0 .. 72 

1'1 
" 1 1 'i 'i .. .. .. .. 1 

'1 \I 
'2 '2 'i 38 38 38 1 II 1 2 39 39 

1 4 
is io '4, 3 2 3 2 2 

1 6 11 11 20 26 31 25 26 
1 7 

'2 '2 '2 '2 '2 ", .. .. .. 1 
1 8 '7 's 1 9 8 6 3 3 4 6 7 7 
110 \I- .. .. .. .. , . .. .. .. .. 
111 

ii iii 22 22 iii '5 '5 '6 '7 II 0 Ii 
It 1 1 2 2 1 2 .. .. 

i \I \I 's 's '8 1 1 1 " .. 1 
2: 3 10 11 .. .. .. .. ,,-
II 4 1 1 \I II ~ .. 'i ,. .. 
\I 6 2 3 3 \I 2 1 1 ,. 
~ ~ ""6l1~ -

Total .. ' 61 , (12 14e 147 147 '147 141 
,; 

~These figures give an average rating of ls. lOd. in the £1 in cities, 
towns, and boroughs, and of Is, 3d. in shires. The rating in the l\tban 
dUii;ricts iSthus shown to be 7d. in the £1 more than in the rural dis
t~. It will be observed that no municipality during t»;e last five 

'years impoaed the minimum rate allowed by law,-viz., 6d., but that 
several reached th_e maximum of.2s. 6d. in the £1. 
J>n ... rtlOll of The following return shows the proporti9n of properties r.::.rtir at at the'diierent rateable values at three dates. It will be 
vatuea~ seen that there was -very little alteration in the eight yearS
, .. ,-2,,905"'interv_'n<r between the first and last- dates:-and 1908-10. _, -......" 

,~., PROPORTION OF PROPERTIES AT DIFFERENT RATEABLE 
, . VALUES, '1901-2, 1005-6, AND 1909-10. 

Number of Properties in every 100 Rated. 

In Cities, Towns, and In Shires_ In Viotoria. 
Rateable Values_ Borougbs_ 

1001-2_ 1905-6_ 1909-10_ 1901-2_ l905-6, 1900·10. 1901-2_ 1905-G. 1901HO. 
----~---------

Under £25 .. , 72'6 72'9 70-1 63'1 64'6, 63'9 67-S 6S-S 67-0 
£25 to £5() ..... 18-3 IS-0 20;3 23-4 2tH 18-S 20-9 19-3 19-5 
£5(Y " £73 , .. "2 4-2 4-9 5'6 6-2 "3 4-9 5-2 S-l 
£75 (I £IQO ... 1-7 l'S 1'5 3-5 'S-5 ,3'5 2-6 2-6 2'5 

£100 " £200 ... 2-0 2'0 2'0 3-1 3-6 4'6 2-5 2-S 3'3 
£20(1 II £300 '" '6 '5 '5 -6 '7 ),'0 -6 -6 -s 
£300 " £400 ." '2 '2 '2 -2 '3 '3 -2 --2 '3 
£400 If £500 ... -J '1 'I '1 '1 -2 '1 -I -1 
£500 and up_rda '3 '3 '4 -4 '4 '4 '4 -4 '4 

, 



M'It'nwipal Statistics. 

Municipal 
r*enue lind 
expenditure. 

The ordinary revenue al1d expendit1).re, for each of the 
last three financial years was as follows ;-

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF MUNICIP ALITIE8, 
1913 TO 1915. 

Sources of Revenue. 1913. 1914. 1915. 
-~- -------, _.0...-__ '_' 

axation- £ £ t 
Rates ... ... ... ... 1,199.874 1,251,649 l,2't7,(}6lJ 
Licences ... ... .' . .. ... 108,528 ,108,106 104,634 
Dog Fees ... ... .. . .. 2]',483 In,8()7 20.Hi8 

overnment Endowment and Grants ... 160,949 . 144,374 14tY 545 
ontributions for Streets, Footpaths, &c .... 59,172 63.200 52,472 

Market and Weighbridge Dues ... ... 71,987 70,626 63646 
. anitary Charges ... ~ ... ... 80,194 83,982 85.971 
Itents ... ... .. . ... 78,016 76,803 72,133 
Other Sources , ... ... .. . 324,496 .954,427 3SS"~~ -- , .. ·,·t'.·-~ 

Total ... ... .. . 2,099,649 2,175,028 2,205,472 
~~~~---- -----, 

Heads of Expenditure. 

Salaries, &c. ... . .. ... 187,180 192,066 199.872 
Sanitary Work, Street Cleansing, &c. ... 203,75'7 206,271 225,919 
Lighting ." '" ... ." 87,395 89,926 93.381 
Contributions to Fire Brigades ... ." 27,101 28,361 30277 
Public W orks~ ,,-

Construction ... ... .. 339,158 31MRO 274._ 
Maintenance ... .. 753,083 814,409 SlL€f£Is 

Formation of Private Streets, &c. .. , 56,600 70,465 62,012 
Redemption of Loans ... .. . .. 70,506 80,576 D2~'1.3il 
Interest on Laa.nlS' ... .. ... 224,479 ~39,'ig7 202912 
Cbarities ... ... ... .. . '16,429 18,Q26 19.406 
Other ExpenditUl'8 .. '. ... ... 126,376 151,613 lUJ~45 . -'---- --..:;--

TOMl ... ... .. . 2..092,DM 2,206.llSO 2,.23"l)}63 

AB compared with 1914, the revenue of 1915 i.ncreaSed by £30,444, 
as follows :-Rates ihCreased by £25,414, sanitary charges by £I,989, 
rmd "other sources" by £34,423. ,The rilvenue from contributioos 
for streets, footpaths, &c., decreased by £10,788; market and weigh-' 
bridge duoo by £6,974; Government' endowment and grants by 
£3,829; licences by £3,472; rents by £4,670; and dog fees by £1,649. 
The' expendirue was in ,excess of the amount for the previous> YlElar 
by £30,683. The following items showed mcreases !~la.ri.es, 
£7,806; sanitary wot'k and street cleansing, £1~,64'8; lighting, 
.£3,453; cookiln~tions to Fire Brigades, £1,916; redemption of lQllons, 
£12,162; interest on loans, £13,175; charities, £1,380; am -.her 
I:ftpenditu:re, ;£23,332., 'there were decreases nnd.el' the 'HeadingS of 
public works construction, £40,857; ;J)ublic workS maiiltenailce, £2,81H; 
.awl formation of priw.teetreets, £8,453. . 

, .. ' 



, 

Victorian' Year-BooR:,'t915-16. 

Fifty--eight per c~nt. of-municipal revenue in 1915 was' 
~0Il 81 derived from rates; 5 per cent. from licences of all kinds,. 
::=r'ili~ 3 per cent. from market and weighbridge dues, 1 per cent • 

.;...... . r. from dog fees, 6 per cent. from Government. endowments 
=r!:~t and grants,' 2 per cent. from contributions for streets, . 

footpaths, &c., 4 per cent from sanitary charges, 3 per cent. 
from rents, and 1,8 pet cent. from all " other sources." 
Iaiariea. In 1915 the salaries of the municipal officers amounted 
to £199,872) or 9'per cent. of the entire revenue . 

. A sum of £19,406, or less than. 1 per cent. of the revenue. 
was .devoted t'o the local charities; the greater part of this. 

. disbursement· was in aid of hospitals, benevolent asylums 
~~. usoeiations, and orphan asy1ums. , 
,'~' The assets of the municipalities are shown under three-. '., =u::~ heads-(l) Municipal Fund, (2) Loan Fund, (3) froperty ; 
imlftlclpaJItIet., and the liabilities under two heads-(l) Municipal Fund, (2) 

. Loan Fund. . 
• MUNICIPAL ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, 1913 TO 1915. 

Assets. 1913. 1914. 1916. 

---'---....:----~---..,.,-- -----: ---- -----
• Municipal Fvnd-

Unoollected Rates ... 
.Other Assets 

~ll'unds-' 

£ 
108,686 
582,451 

£ 
120,260 
652,530 

£ 
147,88~: 
760,686. 

~.Sinking Funds-
., Amount at Credit .'. 

Arrears Due ". 
Unexpended Balances ... 

Property- • 
. Halls, Buildings, Markets, &C. 
Waterworks... :.. . .. 
Gasworks... ... ... , 

, Total Al'lsets ... . 

924,952 
. 438 

167,952 

3,534,691 
184,842 
96,963 

878,322 
1,327 

351,923 

3,799,038 
180,485 
103;435 

839,951 
1,326 

378,278 • 
- 1111 

3,863,556 
175,261 

99,101' 
-~--.----------
5,600,975 6,087,260 6,266,056. 

____ ~_L_ia_b_ili_ti_es_. ______ I_~~ __ 1914. __ ~~ 
M~nicipal Fund-

Due on Current Contr8!.lts .. . 
Arrears due to Sinking Funds .. . 
Overdue Interest ... .. . 
Bank Overdrafts ... .. . 
Other Liabilities ... . .. 

Loan Funds-' 
Loans Outstanding ... 
Due.on Loan Contracts .. 

Total Liabilities 

J} 

74,770 
438 

1&.005 
201,142 
364,287 

£, 

74.451 
1,327 

19,771 
206,694 
356,884 

5,259,138 5,617,056 
128,051 69,181 

£, 

71,729 
1,326 

13,776 
213,33() 
410,576-
. ~ 

5,739,084-
237,7tm 

--'--1---·- --
6:045,831 6 345 364 6 687 586 



'Munlcl,al 
_eta and 
llab1Utles 
compared. 

Municipal Statistics. 

The total assets of municipalities in 1915 amounted to 
£&,266,056, and the total liabilities to £6,687,586. The 
aggregate of~the current liabilities (Muni~pal Fund) was 
£710,737, against which there were assets amounting to 

£908,571. The gross liability on account, of loan expenditure for wor.k~ 
completed and ill progress was £5,976,849, which, after deducting 
sinking funds and unexpended balances, was reduced to £4,751,294. 
If credit were taken for the value of municipal properties in markets, 
haUs, buildings, gasworks, electric light works, waterworks, &!J. 
(£4,137,930), the net burden on account of loan moneys would be 
£619,364. > " > 

The valuation of municipal properties is probably an under
estimate, as the particulars furnished under this heading were not 
in every case complete. ' 

An annual endowment to municipalities of £310,000 
1!ndowment of ' • 
munlclpaUties. was ~ authOrIzed by the Loced Government Act 1874,' and 

it ceased to be payable in 1879. A subsidy, however, 
in lieu of such endowment, amounting to £310,000, was voted by 
Parliament annually, and this vote was gradually increased until 
£450,000 was reached.in 1889-90 and 1890-91. Under the Local 
Government Act 1891, £450,000 was provided as an annual endowment 
for the municipalities. This amount was reduced to £405,000 pet 
annum from 1st January, 1893; to £310,000 from 1st July. 1893; 
to £100,000 from 1st July; 1894; and to £50,000 from 1st July,..J.902. 
Under Act No. 2025 it was increased to £75,000 for the year'1906-7, 
and from the 1st July, 1907, it was increased under Act N"o.2129to 
£100,000. Payments were made on the basis of this amount to 30th 
June, 1915, but for the financial year 1915-16 it was reduced to 
£5<wlOO under the authority of Act No. 2805, assented to on 
23rd December,'1915. The endowment is payable in equal moieties 
in March and September of each year, and no city or town is entitled 

, to receive any part of it. The distribution amongst the borouglut. 
and shires is based on the amount of general and extra rates receivea' 
in the twelve months ended on the last day of September next pre
ceding the financial year 1907-8, according to the following scale :-

To every boro~gh or first-class shire 3s. in the £1 

" 
second -class shire 5s. 

" 
H' third -class shire ,6s. 

" 
" 

fourth-class shire 8s. 
" 

" 
fifth-class shire lOs. 

" 
" 

sixth-class shire 128. 
" 

-, 
,·1, 



Viet. ;.~BoolI;c t9tt).~16.· 
nMg; ON tJ:NIlYtPROVED V ALOES BY·, MUIflCIP ALITIE.S., 

R~W.\ A¥ A~t was passed by the Sta.te Parliament on 31'd. 
,:._. February, 1914, to provide for optional rating by munici-

.:C palities on the basis ,of the unimproved Vii-lues of ra,teg,ble 
proped;y. This measure.doe,s not come into operatiqn .until proclaimed 
by the Governor in Cpnncil, which proclamation IDQ,y be .made when 
the values of land made by assessors in the variol.JS· par14> of the 
State under·tJJeLand Tax Act 1910 are available for adopti.on. • 

1\,ny municipality may adopt the method of rating set forth in the 
Ad, but ~wo m,onths before doing so must publish in,the Government 
Gaze.tie. and' twmo'in some new8p~pex circulating in the district a notice 
of its'intention to take such course. If one-t~nth of the ratepayers 
il,'lc~ting dl;lIDand a poll the proposal must. be submitted by the council 
:toi.,,$lte.:n,t~yers, and it ahallnot he deempd to be carried unless . 
'~W:hy·a,majorit;y.of th,evalid votes recorded, and unlea:sthe 
riamhet Of valid 'Votes record.ed forms at least· one-third' of the nUmber 
6t'l?e~Jl8 on the roll. Where.a oouncil .of a mnnicipa#ty has not 
p1'lb&hed a notice that it intends to adopt the Act one-tenth 01 th 
ratepayer.s may-demand" poll. If a proposal is adopted or r~nded 
i$ cannQt be again .submitted. to ~ ratepayen! for t41ree yoo.rs. Special 
pilQpertie. su.ehas1xfl..iJ.ways. ,tramways, ~w(!rlta, hyd:ra.ulic ;Works • 
. el~, ijght . a.nd .poWt»:. \Vades, gas, works, aDd ,any undertaking 
~b«ooDtinI!OUIIly beyond the boundarieS of anymunicipaJ. district 

. ~c~-lPibi,ecj;tom01'l8 thftB one sepa.mte valua.tion, although there 
, ~ 00 ..,tual separation of the Qifferent pa.rtsof the propex1iy • .are not 

" . .ra~bls on unimproved vaJues. 

• 
An Act to fID,able municipal councils to provide workers' 

dwellings was pasSed by the State Parliament in February, 
1914. . . 

t '\- I • ." :'(, . ' , 

Th~ho~are to be leased to persons who are not owners of dwell-
ing ho. in Victoria or elsewhere and who are noflin receipt ot incomes 

, ot more than £200 a year., ~h~letting by .teJ.lants is not permitted. 
In fixing rents of dwelling· houses account is t? be ,taken of interest, 
depreciation, rates, repairs, and insurance. Before constructing new 
houses plans showing the cla:sses of houses to be built ar13 to be sub
mitted £<1f iheapproval of the Governor in 00smeil. The amount that 
may be borrowed for the purposes of the .Act by _1 one munioipaijty 
-15 not toexCeet·.£I)O,OOO. Power is given to_-.e' the general rate 
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to recoup a.dvances from the municipal fund, but so far as practicable 
• all a.dvancea are 1i<> be repaid out of the profits accruing from transac
tions under the Act. Once in every year' a halance-sheet has to be 
prepared showing receipts and expenditure relating to all operations 
undertaken during the previoUs year; also assets. and liabilities.. . 

OOUNTRY ROADS BOARD. 
With the object of improving the main roads of the State 

~:Uar-:~ R ..... an Act was passed on23rd December, 1912 (Consolidfl:ted 
Act No. 2635), which'empowers the Governor in Council to 

appoint a. board to consist of three members. The chairmaIl- wto '. 
De paid an annual sa.la.ry not exceeding £809, a.nd eaoh of· the other 
members a salary not exoeeding £600. 

The iluties of the board are to ascertain by survey and 
Dutlet. investigation what roads are main roads; the nature and 
extent of the resources of Victoria in metals, minerals, and materials 
suitable for the purposes of road-making and maintenance, and the. 
most effective and economical methods of dealing with the same, and 
of supplying and utilizing the material in any part of Victoria.; the 
most effective methods of road construction and maintenance; wh.iU> 
deviations (if any) in existing roads or what new roads should be made: 
so as to facilitate communication and improve the conditions of traffic; . 
and to record, publish, and make avai1a.blefor general information the 
results of all such surveys and investigations. The duty of furnishing 
information that may be required is imposed on the municipal authori-
ties. ' 

. The construction of permanent works and the maintenance of. 
main roads are likewise to be carried out by the municipalities to the
satisfaction of the' board, but power is reserved to the Governor in 
Council to direct that permanent works and maintenance shall be 
carried out by the board. - . 

For the purpose of making permanent w;orks, power is 
Finance. given to the Governor in Council to issue stock or de
bentures to the amount of £400,000 a year for five years, and the 
principal and interest are a charge upon the Consolidated Revenue 
of the State. The money so raised is to be placed to the credit of 
an acoount to be called." the Country Roads Boa~d Loan Account," 
which will be debited with all payments made by the Treasurer 
towards the cost of permanent works. A sinking fund of 1 per cent. 
per annum on half the amount borrowed is authori~ed to be paid out 
.of the Consolidated Revenue until half the amount borrowed is. re
deemed. The total cost of the" works, in the first instance, is to be 
paid by the ,Treasury, but subsequently half the amount expended 

, . 
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is to be refunded by the municipalitiea, affected. In the case of ex
~1iditure on ,permanent works, an 'annual payment to the Treasure! 
·of 6 per cent. on the amount dne by each municipality is provided for, , 

.' -and the cost of maintenanpe, allocated ;to each muniCipality, 'must be 
paid out '0£ the munfuipal' £und before the 1st July in' each, year. 
A special rate not to exceed 6d. in the £1 on the net annual value' 
of rateable property, to meet the cost of permanen~ works and 
,maintenance;~aybe levied in any ward or riding of a municipality 
as the council may direct. In the 'event of .default of payment by a. 
mu~ty the board may levy a rate to meet the amount owing. All 
f~. ad fin~ paid under the Motor Car Act, all moneys standing to 
1ih:e;credit of the Muni~paI' Fees and Fines TrUst Fund, all fees paid 
on ~e registra.tion or renewal of the registration of traction engines, 
~a.ll fees received by the Crown after the 30th June, 1912, under the 

,~fJnU8eiJ, Roads and Water Frontages Act 1903 (incorporatedwita the 
;~~ Qovernment Act 1915), are to be credited to the Country Roads 

Board Fund. 
Since the appointment of the Board in March, 1913, the members 

have inspected the principal highways throughout the State. Every 
·~,1@hire Council and Borough Council, with which the .Board is likely to 

ha.ve dealings relating to the construction or maintenance of roads 
declared main roads under, the' Act, has been interviewed and the 
pr~'!"isions of the Act have beEm explained to it. 

"c1,)uring the' year 19l4:--l5~ constructional work to the value of 
~;681, and iuainteIl(l,nce work involving an expenditure of £49,887, 

• ,were undertaken., . 

A system £Qr the continuous ~intenance of all main roads is also 
gr~uaIly being evolved, by which it is hoped that those that are now 
,"Wg ,constructed or reconstructed will be kept in good .condition; while 
thoSe that are in a fair state of efficiency will be kept up to that 
standard! 

As soo~' a-s practicable' after the termination of each year the board 
must present a report to the Minister setting forth its proceedings, 
thC:lp,er.manent worksconstrq.cted, the mileage of the roads maintained, 
an~ ail account of all moneys received and expended under the provisions 
of -the Act. ' 

The rates of fees on registrati~ or renewal of registration 
Registration of motor cars, motor cycles, and traotion enl1;nes haye been 
ef matm, 0-

ac. alterejl. The owners of motor cycles must pay an annual 
registration fee of5s.; of traction engines, £3 38.; and of 

l!lotor C3m, £1 Is. to £6 6s., acco1'ding' t(1 the' horse-power of the 
vehicles. ' 

,- '\ '-.. , 
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Ordinary' 
reeel pta and 
expenditure. 

The following is a statemen't'of receipts and expenditurt' 
during 1914-15 of the fund established under the C~untry 
Roads Act:-

COUNTRY ROADS BOARD FUND. 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

30TH JUNE, 1915. 
R"".nu,. 

£ s. <l. 
. Balance lsi Jnly, 1914 _ 
Motor Car Act 

No. 2702-
Registration 

Fees 
~icence Fees 
Fines .. 

. Lu. Refunds 

B2,434 14 0 
2,251 16 0 
1,779 2 0 

35,465 12 0 

and Costso! 
Administration 3,313 '5 0 

Unnsed Roads and 
Water Front· 
ages-

Licence Fees •• 23,530 9 8 
LOB. Refunds 

and Costs o!' 
Administration 2,481 16 9 

Country Roads 
AetNo.2635-

Registration 
i"ees, &0., Trac~ 
tion Engines 578 19 0 

Leu Refunds .. 3 8 0 

Contractors' De· 
posits forfeited 

Penalties on Con· 
tracts .. 

Sales of Plan and 
Material .. 

Plant Earnings.. 3;438 17 ii 
L ... Plant hired 

by Board 52 19 10 

Permanent Workll
Contributions 

payable by 
Municipalities 

Interest Accrued 
on Apportion· 
ments Postponed 

Expenditure. 
£ s. d. ,£ 's. <l. £ s. d 

77,352 11 4 Maintenance of Main 
Roads .. ..49,887 17 3 L." Moiety payable 

by Municipalities 24,943 18 8 
24,94318 . --------

Contributions to Sinking 
Fund ... 699 11 9 

Interest on Loans " .. 2,098 15 8 
Plant Working, Oil, Fuel, 

and Repairs 353 8 7 
Plant Purchased .. 9,228 9 3 
Advertising . . 279 9 4 

33,152 7 0 Postage and Telegrams 291 14 11 
Printing and Stationery 718 2 7 
Office Furniture 71 17 3 
Salaries 0,983 4,. 6 
Wages .. 2,042 1 11 
Sundry Expenses 96 4 6. 
Survey Instruments ~1 14 6 
Travelling Expenses .. 674 19 9 

21,048 12 11 Plans.... 201 19 8 
Material for Bridges . . 39 18 0 

.. Insurance of Employees 78 12 0 
Storeyard.. 40 17 4 
Motor Car Expen&es . . 481. 0 7 

• Horse and Vehicle Hire 181 3 4 
Camp Equipment 33 9 6 

575 16 0 Metal Investigation 57 13 3 

79 7 6 Balance 

o 0 

• 96 15 6 

2,466 12 6 

455 1 

138,614 2 5 

23,714 7 {I 
89,955 16 1 

138,614 2 Ii 

Loan recei pta 
and 
expenditure. 

The expenditure out of loan money on.the construction 
of permanent works for the year ended 30th June, 1915, is 
shown below:-

COUNTRY ROADS BOARD LOAN ACCOUNT. 
Ezpenditure. 

£ s. d. 
To Balance.... 2,110 4 2 
" Proceeds of Loans' , .. '273,860 0 10 By Permanent Works 
" Advance from C.R.B. Fund 74,135 15 'I "Balance 

Total 350,105 18 9 Total 

£ •. d. 
.. 342,680 19 0 

7,424 19 9 

.. 350,105 18 9 
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_.' LIOENSING FUND .. 
......... , . The following is a. statement of the receipts and expendi:' 
tund. ture of the Licensing Fund for the year ended 30th June~ . 

1915:-
LICENSING FUND.-RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE,. 

. 1914-1915. 
RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE. 

£ 8. d. £ B. d. 
Licences ... 89,068 0 0 Expenses of officers 
Fees 2,679 8. 0 carrying out the 
Fines '" 2,246 13 6 Licensing Act 6,629 5 1() 
Sale of confiscated Equivalent to munici-

liquor 49 210 palities (see succeed-
Club. .certificates and ing table) 77,170 Q 0 
. percentage fees ... 1,476 ·5 9 Cost of taking poll of 

.Permits ... . ... 1,95()'t 0 0 electors 140 4 10 
Expenses of holding Transferred to Police 

extended annual Superannuation 
sitting of court 7 17 6 Fund under section 

Com p e .n sat ion 313 of Act No. 2683 23,812 18 O. 
assessments 10,275 1 1 

-----
£107,752 8 8 £107,752 8 g; 

In ad(lition to the endowment of £100,000 the munici~ 
Licence fees. palities received £fom the G{>veTnlnent in 19.14-15 a sum of 
£77,170 out of the Licensing Fund~ 1.Wlder Act. No. 2683, Section 313, 
this being the equivalent for (1) fees for' licences; (2) fees for the 
registration of brewers and spirit merchants; and (3) fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures incurred under -The-Licensing Act 1915. The particulars 
of. this payment are as follows :-

EQUIVALENT FOR LICENCE FEES, ETC., 1914-15. 

Paid to Cities 
Towns ... 
Boroughs 

" 
Shires-

1st Class 
2nd " 
'3rd " 
4th " 
5th " 
6th " 

Total 
Deduct unpaid accounts of 1914-15 
Add payments on account of 1913-14 

£278 10 
8840 

Amount paidin 1914-15 

.. MUNICIPAL LOANS. 

0 
0 

£ 8. d. 
32,813 0 0 
4,995 .0 0 

10,722 0 0 

288 0 0 
11,849 0 0 
10,161 0 0 

805 0 0 
3,412 0 0 
1,519 0 o· 

£76,564 0 0 

606 0 0 

£77,170 0 0 

In connexion with loans raised by municipalities, Section 375 
of the Local Government Act 1915.provides .that, when.anymunicipality 
incurs a loan and the debentures are pa.yable in d,i.:fferent· yea.,rs, the 
Council shll,ll obtain from the Auditor-General a certificate, in writing. 
tha.t the amounts proposed to be provided in each year will be sufficient 
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to pay all principal moneys and interest as they fall due. The repa,ments of principal have to be so provided for, that each year of the -currency of the loan shall bear its full share towards liquidation. 
Oouncils may borrow for not more than 40 years upon the credit -of the municipality f6r permanen~ works or undertakings or to liquidate ,moneys owing on account,of any previous loan. 
The amount of money borrowed by any municipality is not to exceed ten times the average income of the municipality for the previous three ,years from genera} rates not exceeding Is. 6d. in the £1. But in addition, loans having a. currency of not more than 30 years may be raised upon theseeurity of certain income and not upon the credit of the municipality, -by the issue of debentures or by mortgage. These loa.ns .are not to exceed five times the average amount of sUch income. 

The total loan indebtedness of the, municipalities at the i~=eas. end of their financial year was £p,739,084, due to the Government and the public respectively as follows:-
MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS, 1915. 

~~~-~~ I Due to the Gov.emment. i 
I £ I~----£------

170,647 I' 4,669,133. 
87 ,425 _-,-~-g,--O-=-6-,-,8_7_g.~_ 

263,072 5.tm;:.O~2 

Due to the Public. 

·Cities, Towns, and Boroughs 
Shires . 

Total 5,739,08~ 

'M~alloan The succeeding statements show the loan receipts. and fi~~ _~: . 'flpemlllllre. expeLWUture ;-
MUNICIP~ LOAN RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE, 1915. 

Oities, Towns, 
and Shire.; Total. 

Boroughs\ 
-------;----~.----- ----------1 
Receipts during tll;e> year 
BaJanae unexpended from prel'illUs year 
Expenditure during the year , ... 
Bal'aatc.e unexpemie.d at tile end of 1915 

£ 

"'1 378,854 ." 304,882 
... 336,349 
... 347,381 

.£ 
81,3a 
53,141 

103,6M 
30,891 

;£ 
4'80,228 
3.561,023 
439,973 
378,278 

'::=r!0llll . Th.e municipa.l expenditure of loan moneys dlDiRg the 
'19ft t'e year 1915 amounted to £439,!t73, of which £336',3'49 was 181,.., b .. spent y CltlElS;.to.wns,. and boroughs, and £103,.62" by ~ires. 
MUNlCIP AL LOAN RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE: RETURN 

Year. 

i1911 
19.12-
19131 
1914 
.t!ns., 

FOR FIVll} YEARS. . 
Receipts. 

£ 
101,918 
2&4,234 
276,544 
573,291 
460·,228. .. 

Ex~itUr",. 
,£, 

191;.503& 
. 311,956 

4It-1.·H7 
348,661 
43lj.,91~ 
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1:,oaII,:,:~ The loop. receipts for the .year amounted to £460,228. 
~ of which£101,148 was obtained from the Government. Th~ 

.. tts. unexpended balarrce of loan moneys at the end of the yellor' 
1914-15 was £378,278-£347,387 to the credit of cities, towns, and 
boroughs, and £30,891 to the credit of shires. 'Ehe following are the-
particulars:- ' 

LOANS TO MUNICIPALITIES, 191~ . 

. 
Loans from- Une~nded 

I , B ance -- , Government. 
of Loan 

" 
Public. l\Ipneys .. 

CrrIES, TOWNS, AND ~OROUGHS- £ £ £ 
Ararat .. .. .. 1,'312 2,500 3,245 
Ballarat .. .. .. .. 3,000 .. 517 
Ballarat East .. .. .. 2,000 .. 762 
Bendigo .• .. .. .. .. . . 9,983 
Brighton .. .. .. 3,000 .. 1,052' 
Brunswick .. .. . . 14,000 10,000 16,148 

, Camberwell .. .. .. .. 8,000 8,000 
Caulfield .. .. .. 2,500 .. ' 2,303-
Cobu:rg .•• .. .. .. 3,960 - .. .. 
Collingwood .. .. .. .. .. 2,565' 
Dutiolly .. .. . . .. .. .. 66 
Echuca .. .. .. 1,000, .. 656 
Essendon. .. .. .. 1,600 .. 1,249-
Fitzroy •• .. .. .. .. . . 876 
Footscray .. .. .. .. . . 4,398.-
Geelong· •. .. .. .. 3,000 13,000 12,703, 
Geelong West .. .. .. 3,900 .. .. 
Hawthorn .. .. .. 750 17,500 18;143: 
Kew . , .. .. .. .. . . 9,879 
Malvern .• ' .. .. . . 204 55,000 27,700 
Maryborough .. ' .. .. . . 1,000 365 
Melbourne .. .. .. .. ' 150,000 158,57(1. 
Newtown and Chilwell .. .. 4,000 .. 1,38.4 
Northcote .. .. .. 4,048 9,300 79(). 

Oakleigh .. .. .. 1,300 4,500 ••• 
Port Fairy .. .. .. ... . . 

• •• 
Portland .. .. .. . . 2,000 1,!8O 
Port Melbourne .. .. .. .. 14~00~ 13,03S' 
Prahr.a.n •• .. .. .. . . . . 22,608 
Queenscliff .. .. .. ,. . . 130· 
Riohmond .. .. .. 7,000 16,000 1~2()4. 

South Melbourne .. ~-.. .. 3,000 .. '9,068 
,St. Arnaud .. .. .. SOO 800 443 
St. Kilda .. .. .. 9,000 2,500 3,347 
TarnaguIla .. .. . . 580 .. . . 
Warrnambool .. .. .. 1,800 .. .. 
Williamstown .. .. .. 1,000 . . 20 
Wonthsggi . , .. .. .. .. . . 

Total .. .. .. 72,754 306,100 347,387 

. 

.' , 
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LOANS TO MUNICIPALITIES, 1915-continued . 
.. -._------------------------

SHIRES-

Ballarat.. .. .. 
Beeohworth . . . . 
Berwiok •. .. .. 
Borung "." 
Braybrook .. .. 
Bright~. .. .. 
Buln BuIn .. .. 
Buninyong .. .. 
Colao .. .. .• 
Corio •. .. .. 
Dandenong .. .. 
Donald .. .. .• 
Eltham .. .. .. 
Euroa.. .. .• 

, Ferntree Gully . . . . 
Gisborne , ., .. 
Healesville . • . . . 
Heidelberg . . . • 
Huntly .. .. .. 

- Karkarooo . . . . 
Keilor .. .. .. 
Kyneton .. .. 
Leigh .. .. .• 
Lexton .• .. .. 
Lillydale- .. .. 
Mansfield .. .. 
Melton .... 
Moorabbin . . ' .. 
Mulgrave .. .. 
Numurkah .. .. 

, Nunawading .. .. 
'Phillip Island and Woolamai 
Preston.. .. .. 
Rodney .. .. 
Rutherglen . . . . 
South Barwon.. .. 
Swan Hill .. .. 
Tungamah .. .. 
Upper ):arra .. .. 

• Walpeup .. .. 
Warragul .. .. 
Werribee .. •. 
Wodonga .. .. 
Wycheproo£ . . . . 
Yarrawonga •• . . 

Total 

Loans from-

Government. 

£ 

3,300 

750 
1,009 

5,800 

650 

1,000 

5,500 
1,000 

5,519 

3,000 

250 

500 

125 

28,394 

Public. 

£ 

800 

.2,ooQ 

300 
1,730 
4,500 
6,400 

600 
2,400 
1,850 

4,000 

5,000 

200 

3,300 

250 

3,000 

5,000 
2,900 

25() 

7,000 
1,000 

500 

52,980 

Unexpended 
Balance 
of Loan 
Moneys . 

. ' 

• £ 

2,184-
84 

234-
111 
46(» 

l,oo(» 
55(» 
806 

2,267 

1,35S 
101 
5(» 

II,38S 
1,024-

68()-
16 

328 

445 
766-

200 

206.. 

374-
1,67:l 

11 
252 

1,002 
'329 
687 

1,107 
240 

18 
940 

30,891 



RECEIPTS A1fD EXP~ OF THE mlES OF 
MELBOtJRNE, BALLARAT, AND BENDIGO. 

'Jl!articulars of the receipts. and expenditure for UlI5 of the City 
-.of ltfeloolllne and of the principal cities in the country-Ballarat and 
JBen£lig~are given. in the following statements:-

Of the total revenue of the City of Melb~urne in 1915, 
:Clty lit about 32 per cent. was derived from rates, 37 per cent. 
, Melbourne, 
:~e:l'tu~d -from the sale of electric light, 11 per cent. from the rental 
::::..~ous of city.property-chiefly markets, and shops-~ per cent. 

. - from market and weighbridge fees, 4 per cent. from 
'licuces, and 7 per cent. from other sources. For :rJubiic works 
'maIntenance, 'such as roads and bridg~s, markets, abattoirs, &c., about 

-'24 per cent. of th" total expenditure was incurreq; for interest on loans 
.anii,expenses},21 per cent. ~ for payments to sinking funds and repay
-meAt -of loans"7 per cent.; for electric supply-depreciation and re
o newals fund, &c.-~4 per cent.; for .lighting, 5 per cent.; for street 
'-c163ll1Sing, 9 peB: cent.; for salaries, allowances, and conunlsslons,. 6 per 
-cent.; and. for p;riscella~ou13 expenditure; 4 p~r cent. . 

GlfrY OF MW:..BOURN".m : RE1VENUE AND EXPEN))rrUR~, 
-,'. ' 1915. 0 ". 

" 

"Rates-
heral 
Lighting 

} LieeBCes---

Read~ of Revenue. 

Fublicansl-Equivalent'f~om Licensing Act 
Abattoir&i--Sl8.ughtering Duert and Meat Supervision Fees 
Dlays, Hackney Carritlges,. 't.rams, and Motors 
~r Liooncea>' 

.. F~der Dog,Aet •. 
·Cit'y!"~ths .. 
Miidetand'W~ighbridge FOOI1' •• 

.LiPting-Sale'Of'Eleotl"ic Current and Rent of Meters, &c . 
. Ffues and Costs 

~Ren1l&-

.A."ba.ttOIrSi •• , 
:Ma.rkets Ilnd'Sliops 
Town-Hall-PIemi8es aad Rooms .. -

Amount. 

t .. ' 1~i377 
18,032 

11,976 
3,700 
1;822 

383 

974 .. G;,987 
~,367 

16i)',381' 
1,735 

9,198 
36,602 

3;94i-

• 
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CITY OF MELBOURNE:· REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 1915-
continued. 

• Heads of Revenue. 

Interest on Fixed Deposits, &0. 
Misoellaneous-

Desiooators 
Publio Conveniences, &c. 
Fees under Building Act 
Sundries •• •• 

Total .. 

Heads of Expenditure. 

Salaries (ulcluding clerical assistance, expenses of audit, collection of 
statistics, making vaJuation, and commissions paid in lieu of 
salaries, &c.) 

Allowance to Lord Mayor .• 
Closet Cleansing and Sanitary Works 
Street Cleansing, &c. •• • • 
Lighting-Electric and Gas •• 
Fire Brigades Board-Contribution 
Public Works-Maiiltenance-

Rooos and Bridges •• 
Markets and Weighbridges •• .. .. 
Publio Buildings (inoluding Abattoirs, Baths, &c.) 
Parks and Planting Trees in Streets .. 

. lnterest on Loan from the Government •. 
" ~, Loans from the Public 

Repayment of Public Loans 
" "Government Loan •. 

Sinking Funds-Loans from the Public .• 
Eleotric Supply-Depreciation and Renewal Funds, &0. 
Expenses of paying Interest on Loans . . . • 
Interest on Bank Overdrafts .. 
Contributions to Charitable Institutions 

" Infectious Diseases HospitaJ 
Law C;sts •• 
Printing, Advertising, and Stationery 
Miscellaneous-

Rat Destruction 
Gas Conferences 
Fees-Dog Act 
Insurance and Guarantee Premiums 
Elections .• 
Sundries .• 

Total 

AmonnJ; . 

11,1711 

6,112 
4,599 

965 
4,289 

456,155 

Amount. 

;£ 

24,752 
1,500 

134 
38,335 
20,452 

7,375 

56,425 
16,666 
23,580 
11,167 

240 
88,415 
12,250 

210 
16,853 

108,162 
3,045 

438 
1,400 
2,567 

589 
2,216 

67~ 
163 
517 

2,499 
149 

3,507 

444,276 
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tI., III 
BaI ...... , 
revenue and 
expenditure, 
"1~. 

Of the tota'l revenue recei~d by the City of Ballarat 
in 1915, about 51 per cent. was obtained from ratf'.s, 8 per 
cent. from licences, 12 per cent. from sanitary rates, 8 per 
cent. from market and weighbridge dues, 4 per cent. frim 
rents, and 17 per cent. from all other sources. The expendi

ture was incurred in connexion with the following services :-;-43 per 
eent. for public works, 10 per cent. for. interest, sinking funds, and 
repayment of loans, 14 per cent. for sanitary work, 7 per cent. for light
ing, 6 per cent. for salaries and allowances, 7 per cent. for street cleaning. 
&c., and 13 per cent. for all other items. 

OITY OF BALLARAT: REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 30rn SEPTEMBER, 1915. 

Revenue. 

Special Grants-From Go
vernment . 

General Rates 
Licences-From Licensing 

Fund .•• 
" Other .. ; 

Market and Weighbr-idge 
Dues ••• . .• 

Contributions for Forma· 
tion of Private Streets, 
Roads, Lanes, &c. 

Dog Fees 
Pound Fees 
Closet -- Cleansing and 

Sanitary Ra.tes aud Fees 
Rents 
Interest ... 
Bota.nic Gardens ... 
Other Sources 

Amount. 

£ 

713 
19,178 

, 2,68i 
171 

2,841 

273 
218 
131 

4,645 
1,638 

110 
271 

4,7!h 

Total ... £37,594 

Expenditure. 

SaIa.ries ... 
Allowa.nce to Ma.yor 
Sa.nita.ry Expenses 
Str:eet OIea.ning, &c. 
Lighting 
Fire Briga.des Boa.rd

Oontribution 

P bl" W k tion ... {
oonstruc~ 

U lC or s Ma.inten-
a.nce ... 

Repa.yments of Loa.ns-
To the Public ... • .. 

Pa.yment to Sinking Funds~ 
Loa.ns from the Public ... 

Interest-Government Loa.n 

" 
Loa.ns from the 

Public ... 
j) Ba.nk Overdraft 

Contributions to Charita.ble 
Institutions 

Printing, Advertising,. and 
Sta.tionery 

Other Expenditure 

Amount. 

£ 
1,569 

400 
4,767 
2,500 
2,471-

527 

1,660 

12,926 

.t27 

274 
126 

2,376 
~29 

357 

347 
2,78() 

Total ••• £33,736 

. In the City of Bendigo in 1915, the following were the 
::::~:":'end proportions of total revenue obtained under the different 
III OIty ., headings :-General rates, 51- per cent.; licences, 11 per 
BendllO, • 
1816. cent.; samtary rates and fees, 15 per cent.; market and 

weighbridge dues, 6 per cent.; rents, 7 per cent.; and other 
sources, 10 per cent. The proportions of the total expenditure 
on various services were :-Public works, construction and main
tenance, 41 per cent.; sanitary expenses, 16 per cent.; interest on 
loans and payments to sinking funds, 7 per cent.; salaries and 

," 
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allowances, 6 per cent.; lighting, 8 per cent.; street cleansing, 
10 pet cent.; and miscellaneous expenditure, 12 per cent. 

CITY OF BENDIGO: REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1915. 

Revenue. 

Special Grants-From Govern
ment 

General Rates 
Licences-From Licensing 

Fund " 
" Other 

Market and Weighbridge Dues 
Dog Fees ..• 
Closet Cleansing and Sani-

tary Rat~s and Fees 
Rents .• 
Interest 
Sports Grounds 
()ther Sources 

Amount. 
£ 

1,574 
21,114 

3,132 
1,577 
2,435 

169 

6,419 
2,742 
, 674 

249 
1,665 

41,750 

Expenditure. Amount. 
£ 

Salaries 1,946 
Allowance to Mayor 400 
Sanitary Expenses •. 6,570 
Street Cleansing 4,006 
Lighting .. 3,382 
Fire Brigades Board-Contri- ~ 

bution .• 

. tion 
{

construc-

PublIc Works Mainten-
, ance 

Interest on Loans from the 
Public " 

Interest on Bank Overdraft' •. 
Contributions to Charitable 

Institutions .• 
Printing, Advertising, and 

Stationery 
Other Expenditure •• 

Total 

568 

2,214 

14,702 

2,686 
318 

277 

386 
3,663 

41,118 

MUNICIPAL OFFICERS' FIDELITY GUARANTEE FUND. 

Municipal 
Officers' 
Guarantee 
Fund. 

An Act was passed in 1907 (No. 2080) incerporating ~ 
the Municipal Association of Victoria, and authorizing it to 
institute a " Municipal Officers' Fidelity Guarantee Fund," . 
to which any municipality, any authority constituted under 

any Water Act or any Weights and Measures Union may contribute' 
such sum as maybe fixed by the association for a guarantee against 
loss by the dishonesty of itEl. offid'ers. The Act provided, however, 
that the fund could not be established until three-fifths of the 
munieipalities in Victoria had agreed in writing to contribute and that 
the amount to be contributed for a guarantee must not be less than 
that payable in 1907 for.~ like guarantee to any incorporated company 
or society in Victoria. At any time after the fund. has reached 
£3,500 the rates of contribution may be altered, so.- that it will be 
maintained at that sum, and, in the event of the amount at credit 
being at any time insufficient to pay all the liabilities and expenses, 
the -difference must be made up by payments from all the contributors, 
each paying pro rata to its contributions. If the association deter
mines to discontinue,business, the funds are to be divided proportion
ately to the sums contributed during the preceding five years. 
Payment of contributions is to be made within one month after a . 
written notification has been sent by the secretary. ]'ull and accurate 

-:" 
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. ~ are to be kept of all moneys received and expend;m, an\'l. of 
i;hi'l,details of the transactions. A balance-sheet, made up to th~ 30th 
September of each year, must be prepared, exhibiting a true state
ment of receipts and expenditure and the balance to the oredit of the 
fund. 

More than the required number of municipalities agreed to 09-
operate, and the fund was inaugurated on 1st January, 1908. Guarantee 
policies have been applied for and granted to the whole of the muni
cipalities in the State. The operation of the fund was, at first, 
restricted by the association to guarantees in respect of municipal 
offioors, but the rules have been altered, and since 1st October, 1914, 
they~ave permitted of guarantees ,being obtained by any waterworks 
authority or Weights and Measures Union; such authority or union is 
rElquired, however, to'make a preliminary payment into capital account. 
The premium revenue- for the year ended 30th Beptembet, 1914, in 
respect of guarantees amounting to £198,320, was £1,115, but under 
the reduced scale of premiums which came into force on 1st October, 
1914, municipalities obtain like guarantees for about £635 per 
annum, and similarly reduced rates will be charged in the case of 
waterworks authorities and Weights and Measures Unions. The amount 
to the credit of the fund on 30th Septembel, 1~15 (including all}ount 
invested in purchase of debentures and accrued interest, £6,061), was 
£6,262. The claims- paid from the inception of the fund, to 30th 
September, 1915, amounted to £1,227 12s. 6d. 

MELBOURNE HARBOR TRUST. 
The Melbourne Harbor Trust is a corporate body, 

, I"~ i established in 1876 to regulate, manage, and improve the 
;"reoer~u:nd Port of Melbourne and portions of the Yarra and Saltwater 
<8xpenditure. Rivers adjacent, for which purpose certain lands and 

properties are vested in Commissioners. On 31st December, 
1912, an' Act was passed by the State Parliament which 'altered the 

. constitution of the Trust. Instead of seventeen Commissioners, of 
Whom six were appointed by the :n1unicipalities concerned, three by the 
owners of ships registered at Melbourne, three by merchants and traders 
paying wharfage rates, and five by the Governor-in-Council, thel'e are 
substituted fiye Commissioners to be appointed by the Governor-in
Council. Other than the chairman, one mewber is to be an owner of 
ships registered at some British port and trading at Melbourne, one 
a person engaged in the business of an exporter by sea of Victorian 
produce, one an importer by sea of goods into Victoria, and one identi
fied with primary production in Victoria. The chairman's salary is not 
to exceed £1,500; and the attendance fees of the other Commissioners 
are fixed at £2 2s. per meeting, the remuneration not to exc~ed £250 
in any year. The borrowing power of the Trnst is increased from 
£2,000,000 to £3,000,000. : -The payment to the Consolidated Revenue 
is not to be greater than £60,000 per annum for five years from lst 
·.January, 1913. The following are particulars of the ordinary receipts 
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and ordinary and capital expenditure during each of the last five 
years:-

MELBOURNE HARBOR TRUST.-RECEIPTS AND 
EXPENDITURE: 1911 TO 1915. 

Head. of Revenue and 
E"penditure. 

Wharfage and Quayage 
Rates 

Rents 
Interest 
Other Revenue .. 

1911. 

31;'6161 
17,336 

2,039 
2,210 

£ 
314,447 

19,001 
2,375 
3,792 

REVENUE. 

£ 
312,151 I 

20,424 
665 i 

4,299 , 

19111. 

£ 
317,543 

22,833 
2,284 

1l,194 

1915. 

£ 
272,219 

23,834 
1,293 

13,092 

334,201 339,615 337,539 353,854 310,498 
Less Amount paid to Con

solidated Revenue 65,413 68,344 60,960 60,000 I 60,000 

.. 1_2_6_8_'7_8_8~2_7_1_'2_71~_2_7_6'_5_7.9~_2_9_3'_85_4~1_2_5_~_49_8_ Total 

I 
REVENUE EXPENDITURE. 

General Management and --------,--------,-:-----
Expenses .. .. 20,841' 27,453 28,622 34,163 

Flotation and Redemption 
of Loans Expenses • • 5,289 

Maintenance-Dredging.. 13,267 32,559 32,014 24,758 
"Harbor 2,266 1,159 2,107 1,698 
" Wharfs 12,489 17,350 20,583 13,370 
" Approaches 9,430 1l,666 9,207 10,835 

Interest on Loans* 69,366 69,264 59,494 69,981 
Depreciation, Renewals Ac. 

36,067 

5,936 
20,298 
1,754 

25,469-
7,999 

72,858 

count, and Sinking Fund 1 __ 3_5,_0_00_1,_1_7_,50_0 ___ 2_9_,1_8_8_
1 
__ 30_,_Oii_8_1 30,415 

Total 162,659 176,951 181,215 190,152 200,796 

94,320 1-9-5-,3-6-4'1-1-0-3,-70-:"2-, 49,702 Surplus on Revenue Account 106,129 

La.nd and Property 
Deepening Waterways 
Wharfs Construction 
Approaches Construction .. 
Other 'Harbor Improve. 

ments 
Floating Plant 
General Plant 
Stock Account 

Total 

31,531 
14,202 

454 

787 
16,721 
5,214 
9,096 

78,005 

CAPITAL EXPENDlTUllE. 

l,n9 
21,845 
85,227 
9,854 

2,735 
72,078 

102 
14,543 

207,503 

46,007 
49,620 

115,244 
16,354 

2,713 
9,744 
2,910 

44,572 

287,164 \ 

5,534 
96,198 
87,885 

7,029 

1,376 
33,451 
3,364 

32,070 

266,907 

2,060 
93,615 

120,627' 
10,1121 

4,275 
3,112 
4,107 

25,451 

264,168 

• Exclusive of interest on cost of plant debited to works carried out by day labour. 

\ , 
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GEELONG HARBOR TRUST. 
An Act' to provide fot the construction of works in 

GeeIon, connexion with the harbor at Geelong was passed on 12th 
........ Tr.at December, 1905. This measure made provIsion for the 
u=,:ndconstitution of the Geelong Harbor Trust and the appoint· 

ment '~f three commissioners, the. chairman to receive £400 
per annum, and each of the otJ:ier commissioners £200 per annum. 
The management of the port and shipping is vested in .the commis
sioners.Power is given to the Trust to borrow £500,000 and to issue 
debentures, which may be made payable, in London or Melbourne. 
The. following is a summary of the receipts and expenditure for the 

, last ,three years, the expenditure from ordinary revenue being' distin
guished from loan expenditure ;- ' 

-GEELONG HARBOR TRUST-REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

- 1913. 19H. 1915. 

£ £ £ 
REVENUE~ 

Wharfage and Quayage Rates .. .. 15,182 13,495 10,200 
Rents, Fees, and Licences .. .. . . 3,423 3,750 3,776 
Bparrovale Farm .. .. .. . . 5,459 7,281 6,710 
Corio Freezing Works a.nd Abattoirs .. .. 5,592 12,404 9,543 
~her Revenue .. .. .. . . 1,146 1,064 606 

---
30,802 37,994 30,835 

Leu Amount paid to Consolidated Revenue .. 619 .. -. 
Total .. .. .. . . 30,183 37,994 30,835 

REVENUE EXPENDITURE. 
General Management and Expenses' .. .. 5,665 6,610 5,950 
Maintenance-Wharfs and Approaches .. 1,663 2,101 196 .. Harbor .. . . -. 68.') 831 587 

" Floating Plant .. .. . lin 326 82 

" Other •• .. .. . . . 480 676 992 
Interes~ on Loans and Sinking Fund .. 17,091 19,167 21,870 
Sparrovale Farm ", ..' .. .. 4,927 6,221 5,786 
Corio Freezing Works and Abattoirs .. .. 3,789 1,934 1,576 
Corio Quay Power-house .. .. .. .. 2,548 1,805 
MisCellaneous •• .. .. . . .. 894 211 

Total .. .. .. .. 34,461 41,308 39,055 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE_ 
Land and Property •• .. .. .. 13,919 19,611 2,224 
Deepening Waterworks .. .. .. 10,619 '11,970 15,882 
Whans and Approaches Construction .. .. 1l,026 7,303 6,617 
Other Harbor Improvements .• .. .. 6,440 9,480 28,983 
Floating and Gener!!.l Plant .. .. .. 1,702 2,137 1,358 
Stock Account .. .. .. .. 567 455 .. 
Miscellaneous . , .. .. .. 2,219 696 2,030 

/ ---
Total .. ~. .. . . 46,49% 51,652 57,094 
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THE MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS. 
'Creation and The Board was established by Act of Parliament N~; 
constitution 1197, which came into force on 20th December, 1890, 
01 Board. and it entered upon its duties on 18th March, 1891. 

It consists of 40 members, of whom one is the Chairman, who 
is elected every four years by the other members, the retiring Chair
man being eligible for re-election. The other members must be also 
members of the respective councils which they represent, and are 
elected as follows ;,.-Nine by the Melbourne City Council, four by 
the South Melbourne Council, three by the Prahran Council, two each 
by the Fitzroy, Richmond, St. KHda, and Collingwood Councils, and 
one each by the other fifteen su"burban municipal councils returning a. 
representative, viz., Footscray, Hawthorn, Brunswick, -Essendon, 
Malvern, Brighton, Northcote, Port Melb{)urne, Williamstown, Caul-' 
field, Camberwell, Kew, Coburg, Heidelberg, and Preston. 

Thirteen of the members retire annually in the month of February, 
but are eligible for re-election if they remain members of their respective 
councils. 

...' The functions of the Board are to control and manage 
:;.~n-:o:Sd.oI the Metropolitan water supply system,inchlding watersheds, 

resel'Voirs, weirs, aqueducts, pipes, &c.; to provide the 
metropolis with an efficient system of sewerage and drainage; and to 
prevent the pollution of the River Yarra and other public streams and 
water-courses within the metropolis. _ • 
Area under The sewerage area over which the Board exercises 
Board', control consists of fifteen cities, :live towns, two shires, 
;!:'~ti::S arid parts of three other municipalities, or twenty-five 

municipalities in all, embracing a total area of 109,009 
acres. The Board also exercises control (by Gazette notices) for water 
supply purposes of an additional 2,949 acres in four municipalities. 
Th€ Board further supplies water to the Metropolitan Farm at 

'Werribee, and the outfall sewer area. Various other shires also 
arrange for bulk supplies of water. The total estimated popUlation 
supplied with water on 31st' December, 1915, was 679,000. ::::Jng The Board is authorized to borrow £9,750,000, elclusive 
powers and of loans amounting to £2,389,934 contracted' 'Oy the 
llablntyon G . d k b hB d loans. overnment an ta en over . y t e oar. ' . 

The liability for Government loans on 30th June, 1915, was 
£;1.,559,786, and for loans raised by the Board, £10,425,160, a portion 
of which has been applied in repayment of Government loans falling 
,due. The Board was at that date empowered to borrow £154,988 before 
reaching the limit of its borrowing powers. 

WATER SUPPLY FINANCE. 
By Act of Parliament the rate to be paid in respect of 

water IUP:' any lands and tenements for the supply of water for domestic =:= purposes, otherwise than by measure, is limited to an amount 
not exceeding 8d. in the £1 on the annual valuation of 

the lands aud tenements served. The water rate levied in the year 
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1~~+:-15"as 7d. in the £1 on the annualvalue.of prolil¢Y ~rv«l~ 
AssesSments- of £17 and under are charged a minimum rate of l(')s. 
par annum. There is a charge of Is. per 1,000 gallons for water supplied' 
by" meter, with the assessed rate as a minimum. For shippmg at ' 
Melbourne wharfs the charge is 3s. per 1,000 gallons, a.pd at special. 
berths at Melbourne wharfs, with fixed meters, it is Is. 6d. per 1,00(} 
gallons. 

meter .Water meters may be hired from the Board at the 
waters. . £ollqwing annual rentals, payable quarterly in advance :- . 
Fo~ ~i-hi. metei';5s.; i-in., 6s.; I-in., &:; If-in., IOs.6d.; and 
1!-m •• 14s. . 
..... tate. A.,reas !lot e~ceeding lQQ square yards (including paths) 
.... . .are supplIed with water Without meters on payment of a. 

·SpeQial rate of lOs. per annum each. 
Assessed The total annual value of .property assessed for water 
.":,. supply purposes and liable to water rates was .£6;577.33S 
prope. in 1914-15. . . 
water rate. In 19.U-15 the water rate receipts were as.;follows :-" receipla. 

Water rate (including arrears) 
Metera " . " Speci&l ra.tes " " 

. Total 

£ 3. 'Il, 
167,647 5 4: 
159,410 18 7, 

4,248 9 7, 

331,306 13 6 

~1IIId'" The total revenue amounted to £350,549, as agains~ :r:-' £332,930 in the previous year. The cost iIi. 1914-10 ot 
::t' maintenance and management was £60,547, and of interest 

•. III. £130,.268, the total charges being £190,815, compared with 
l1008t in 1913-;-14 of £56,873 for maintenance and management, and .of 
£128,002 for interest, or a total charge of £185,165. The net ~rofit in . 
1914-15 was thus £159,734, being equivalent to 3'3' per cent. of the ' 
mean' capital cost, as compared with £147,765, or S'2per cent. m 
1913--14. ' 

II I ..• =,:t'::l":' . The total cost of the water s,upply system up to 30th :=n June, 1915, was as follows :- '. 
.,ate ... " " 

OrlglnaJ water supply works, tank pumping ~tation, 
&C. .. .. .• .. .. 

Yan Yean system 
Maroondah system 
O'Shanassy system 
Service reservoirs 
Large mains 
Retioulation 

£84,885 
632,121 
779,090 
429,27~ 
248,142 

1,145,253-
1,424,967 

Total .. £4,743,735. 

, .: 
; ~. .-

I 

:" I . , 
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SEWERAGE FINANCE .. 
In 1891 the annual value of rateable property within 

:Sewerage 
assessments, 
rates, and 
1'eceipts. 

the area then to be sewered was £6,866,313, of which about 
£1,000,000 related to vacant lands. The collapse of the 
land boom was followed by a heavy shrinkage in the value 
of rateable property. A recovery in values has since taken 

place, and the total of the sewerage assessments for 1915-16 is £7,268,204 
Inclusive of assessments on vacant lands. 

By Act of Parliament the Board is empowered to levy a general 
sewerage rate not exceeding Is. 2d. in the £1 in seweredareas. The 
uresent general sewerage rate is Is. 1d. in the £1 in the sewered area. 
The total annual value of ,property assessed for sewerage purposes 
and liable to the Is. 1d. rate was, in 1914-15, £6,041,458. 

The receipts from the general sewerage rate in 1914-15 amounted 
to £333,288. 

The' sewerage revenue for 1914-15 was £382,458" as against 
£338,459 in the previous year. The cost in 1914-15 of managerne,nt, 
working expenses, repairs, and renewals, was £72,030, and of interest, 
£316,788, the total charges being £388,818, compared with a cost in 
1913-14 of £67,580 for management, working expenses, repairs, and 
renewals, and £314,126 for interest, or a total charge of £381,706. 

The deficiency in 1914-15 was £6,360, as against £43,247 for the 
previous year. • , 
~oe~b::r:land The cost of sewerage works and house connexions up 
MetropoUtan to 30th June, 1915, was £7,149,379, divided as follows :
wewerage .,stem. ' 

Farm purchase and preparation £542,659 
Outfall sewer and rising mains _, 423,034 
Pumping station buildings and engines 243,378 
Main and branch sewers 2,084,772 
Street reticulation 2,1l4,391 
Reticulation of rights.-of-way . . 956,973 
House connexions branches 380,736 
COst of ho~e connexions chargeable ~to capital 403,436 

. Cost of sewerage system 
Householders' debts for house connexions 
River improvements 

Total 

DESCRIPTION OF WATER WORKS. 

£7,149,379 
119;223 

3,681 

£7,272,283 ' 

The metropolis is supplied with water from three inde
!!: Mellleurne pendent sources-one known as the Yan Yean' system, 
Metropolitan fed by the watershed of the Plenty River and Jack's Creek 
watmrorks. from the southern slopes of the Great Dividing Range, 
snpplemented by the Wallaby and Silver Creeks, .tributaries of the' 
Goulburn, whose .waters have been diverted over the range by 
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means' of weirs, aqueducts, and tunnels; a second, known as the 
Maroondah system, whose watershed is in' the Healesville district, 
and which takes in the water of the Maroondah or Watts River, the 
Graceburn, Donnelly's and Coranderrk Creeks, and other smaller 
streams; and. a third, known as the O'Shanassy and Upper Yarra. 
system, whose watersheds are in the Upper Yarra above Warburton. 
As regards the la"st-mentioned system, at present only the O'Shanassy 
River, a main trihutary of the Upper Yarra, has been tapped. 
Total The total catchment area from which water is collected at 
catchment, preSent from the three systems is 102,000 acres, the whole of 
area. which is vested in the Bl!)ard, and free from settlement or grazin~. 

YAN YEAN SYSTEM . 
• ', The Yan Yean watershed embraces Silver and Wallaby :;.!..... Creeks, 12,000 acres; Plenty River and Jack's Creek, 
. 12,000 acres; and the catchment arel}8 of Yan .Yea:p. Reser-

voir, .5,000 acres, totalling 29,000 acres. The water is collected into 
the TooroUrrong Reservoir, and taken thence to the Yan Yean Reser
:voir,where it is stored. This reservoir is an artificial lake situated 
22. miles ·northerly from the city, and 602 feet above sea-level. It is 
formed· by the construction of an earthen bank 49 chains long, 30 feej; 
high, and 20 feet wide on top, with a slope next the water of three to 
one and.an outside slope of two to one. The reservoir when full covers 
an area of 1,360 acres, or 21 square miles, with amaxi:n;lUm depth of 
26,feet; and an average depth of 18 feet. The maximum depth of 
water jn the reservoir in 1915 was 20 ft. 9 in. on 7th December, 
and'the minimum depth 12 ft. 5 in. on 9th April. Its total 
capacity is. 6,400,000,000 gallons, of which 5,400,000,000 gallons are 
available for consumption. In the year ended 31st December, 1915, 
the total intake of the Yan Yean Reservoir was 4,265,730,000 gallons, 
and the total output was 1,772,927,000 gallons exclusive of loss by 
evaporation. The mean evaporation from the surface is about 3 feet 
during the year. . 

.,~' From this reservoir the water is forwarded to Morang Pipe Head 
Reservoir through an open ll<queduot oapable of delivering 33,000,000 
gallons it day when full, and thence to Preston Reserv,ir, or to ,Mel
bourne direot, by a series of pipes . 

. ' There is also a direct main, called the high-level system, 
:~veI, ,. from Yan Yean to Surrey Hills Reservoir, for supplying the 

high levels of the ~astern suburbs of Melbourne in con
jUbction with the O'Shanassy and Upper Yarra System. It is capable 

.of delivering 9,000,000 gallons a day. 

MAROONDAH SYSTEM. 
The Maroondah water is taken by means of small weirs from the 

watershed of 40,000 acres situated above Healesville, and it is thence 
conveyed to the Preston Service Reservoirs along an aqueduct (about 

.411 miles of opel! channels, tunnels, and syphons), which is capable 
. ~f delivering 28,000,000 gallons daily . 
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O'SHANASSY' AND UP~ER:t.';SYSTEM. ,," , 
The watersheli ofthe'{}_~River comprises 

33,000 acres, situated near "'urton. The. water is 
O'Shanassy 
and 
Upper Yarra 
watershed. diverted by means of a ,," to Surrey Hills 

by way of Mitcham in an tunnels, syphons, 
and pipe line of an aggregate length' The aqueduct is 
capablE\ of delivering 20,000,000 gallons been completed 
in the tunnels and some other parts.to 60,000,000 gallons 
to provide for further diversions Yarra and its tri-
butaries. 
storage and 
,,",Ice 
..... rvoln. 

Yan Yean 
Toorourrong 

There a~e two storage 
(also four other13ervice 

STORAGE RESERVOIRS. 

Description. 

!I Gallons .• 
. 6,400,000,000* 

Total (storage) .. I
i 60,000,000 

i 6,460,000,000 
I 

Reduced Level at By-wash. 

602 feet :above L. W.K. 
747 .. I" " , 

• Of this quantity 6,400,000,001i gallons are availAble for con ptlon. 
, { 

SERVICE RESERVOIRS.' I 

Preston No.1 
No.2 

" No.3 

Description. 

&sendon No.1 

Cauitield 
Kew •• 

No.2 

Surrey HilIs No.1 
" No.2 

Korang (Pipe Head) 
Heidelberg 
Notting Hill 
Olinda •• 

Total (service) .. 

North E_ndon (proposed provision 
for 10,000,000 gallons) 

Mitcham (proposed p1'ovision for 
three reservoirs with a capacity 
of from 20 to 25 million gallons 
each) 

M81.-N 

Capacity. Reduced Level at By·wasb. 

Gallons. 
13,500,000 326'00 feet 
24,500,000 326'00 
26,300,000 326'00 .. 

1,000,000 209'25 
4,000,000 2()9'25 

10,000,000 166'00 
3,000,000 281'50 
9,000,000 429'50 

15,000,000 429'50 
3,000,000 485'00 .. 
1.000,000 325'00 

10,000,000 332'50 
1.1,000,000 671'00 .. , 

131,300,000 

290'00 

515'00 ., 

• 



return ()f Juedncts, &C •• 
np to the 30th une, 1915 :-

MUes Cbs. 1UleII Cbt,., 

Y. Tea.& 
~ 62 

6, 33! 
30 Ill. 
# .. 

41 28 
6 8 

". 2 52! 
f" .. .. ---- 00 st· 

48 52! 
0 49 
0 32 

49 53! 

Grand 'l'o'taI, Aqueducts, &c. 129 76!-
oe:~.Mains, 54"in to 12-tn. ~ (inolusive) . 222 42* 
~a u.n. 12"m. diameter •• •• 1,253 66l: 

GJ'a.nd fotal, AqueducfJ!J, &0., Mains.! and Reticulation '~6062iij 

...... RI~ ..• ~ avera .. ge num. herOf~' o. pIe s~ppliedwith ~ater d.uri~g 
of ...... tit 1 wa.s6tf,OOtJ, a.ndtheave l!>ged:ulyconsumptlOnwa,sM'25 =:- aIIIf gan per head. Some d tricts are supplied outside the 

... ~ :' Boa \ 's seW6l:ag& ~refJ,. The ~tota.l consumption and average 
< ...• • n per day are shown hereunder for each monthduring1915:-

) 

'AND DAILY AVERAGE CONSUMPTION OF WATER IN 
'ULBOURNE AND StmURBS DURING EACH MONTH OF THE 
$R, 1915. 

MOIltil. 
'lotal Consumption • 

<!t Water .. 

GalloDs. 
1,339,503,000 

. 1,315,38P,"00 
1,411,056,000 

9lJ3,145,OUO 
965,233. ()()O . 
894,023,000 
9:n,911.000 

.,. 939,494;000 
977.3:t8,OOO 
998.841,000 

1,192.433,000 
1,388,82t," 

13,347,179.000 

Daily Aver8jfe 
ConsumptioD of 

Water. 

Gallons. 
43,209,774 
46,978179 
45,517,935 
33,104,833 
31,136,548 
29,800,766 
30,061.645 
30,306,258 
32,577.600 
32,220.677 
39,747,767 
44,80&,7412 

36,1'i67.6l4 

.. 



The followj.ng table shows. for each year since the establishment 
''Qi the Board in 1891 the daily average consumption of water, and the, . 
,daily average per head:-

DAILY AVERAGE QUANTITY OF WATER CONSUMED IN 

1_'.. .. 

Year. 

1891 .. , 
1892 ... 
189;~ ... 
.1894 .. , 
1895 .. 
1896 .. , 
1897 ... 
189il ... 

,1800.,. 
.1000 ... 
1901 .. , 
1002. 

:1903 
1904 ... 
190.'5 , .. 
1906 .. 
1907 ... 
1908 .. , 
1900 ... 
1910 ... 
lOll ... 
1912 
101:1 .. , 
1014 .. , 

MELBOURNE AND SUBURBS, 1891 TO,1915. . 

Population Houses sup-
supplied with plied with 
Water to 30th IN ater. to 30th 

June. June, 

482,600 99,364 
486,620 106,772 
469,390 107,125 
449,560 107,764 
444,H40 107,\1.60 
452,210 106,486 
458,300 105,710 
466,895 104,861 
480,390 103,981 
489,600 104,050 
494,905 100,541l 
501,580 105,051 
502,840 . 106,176 
505,760 . 107,701 
51],526 109,393 

I 
519,lt.U; 111,494 
530,&5ft 114,049 
543,115 II 6. 781 
557,350 119,650 
573,255 123.227 
588,000 128,036 
604,2i5 IH:l,122 
628,430 140,351 ! 651,000 147,442 

Tenements Con· 
Meted with 

Sewerage System 
to 30th June. 

... .. , 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
3,899 

13,593 I 
28,300 I 
38,696 

I 47,172 
55,929 
64,487 
71.689 
79,597 
87,853 
94,067 

' 99,955 
105,993 
112,293 
118,350 
126,103 
131.168 

Daily Average of I 
Annual Consumption 

of Water to 
31st Decemblir.1 

G;allon •• 
I 25,747.761 

2H,476,780 
I 24,290,041 I 

27,071,106 

I 26,689,683 
23,837,695 
24,tit5,6()7 
2S,25:l,294 I 

I 

27,06R,4fl5 I 
I 28,230,690 

29,427,589 I 

29,080,027 
28,858,633 
29,52:l,153 
32,400,286 
33.479,900 
35,212,222 
31,559,~30 
33,041,340 
33,272,490 
36,lIO.Il5 
38,5~9,1166 
41,64Z,926 
40,778,844 

N o. o~ Gallon~ 
of Water per 

• Hea<\ D~ly. 

I I 640 150825 1 8 08 36 .. 14 ;::.1_9_1:_, _' __ 7,--,-, _OO~ __ -,---____ -..:3-,---, 1 __ --'-...... --'56, ,6_ 

53'35 
48'24, 
51'73 
60'22 
60'07 
52'71 
53'82 
00'51 
56'37 
57'66 
59'46 
in'08 
57'39 
58'37 
63'34 
6.4'39 
66'36 
58'11 
<$9'29 
58'04 
61'41 
6:3'83 
00'27 
62'64 
54'25 

DESCRIPTION OF SEWERAGE SYSTEM. 

lewerllll' 
.,ltem. 

While the Board took over from the State. Government 
the branch which had the management of thQ Melbourne 
W~ter Supply, still the chief, object of its creation was to 

carry out the long-called-for and pressing want of an efficiellt aystem 
of sewerage in the Metropolitan area. The plans and e!ltilQili~ of the 
-cost of the Metropolitan sewerage scheme were originally prepared by 
·the late Mr. James Mansergh, an expert civil engineer from England, 
,and were furnished to the Board on its creation. The scheme recom
mended by the designer and selected by the Board's Engineer-in-Ohief 
-(the late Mr. William Thwaites) was estiJ;nated to cost £5,030,000, but 
was modified by Mr. Thwaites, with the boncurrenee of the Board, so 

.3$ to reduce the estimated cost to £3,451,000. 
,~ The original Act of Parliament contemplated. only the construction. 
,of sewers in the street!'!, but this was altered by an Act gassed inl89'i'y 
which added the duty of constructing sewerS in rights-of-wary and the 
branches from the sewers to the building line m each property, and in 

.consequence has added considerably to tho ol'iginal e$timate of (lOSt;. 



Victorit.m Year-Book, 1915-16. 
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The first tenement was oonnected in Port':jMelbourne in 
August, 1897. 'On 31st December, 1915, 145,012 tenements' 
had been gazQtted as within sewerage areas, and applica
tions received re 457 outside gaz~tted areas, making a 
total of 145,469 tenements. Out. of this number 145,017 

were provided with sanitary fittings which required to be connected ' 
with the sewerage system, and 141,139 had been connected, including 
the 457 outside gazetted areas. Of the remaining 3,878 tenements, 
1,669 were'in progress of connexion, while on 2,209 tenements con
nexions work had not been commenced. 

The following statement shows the progress of house connexion8' 
to the 81st December, 1915:-

PROGltESS OF HOUSE CONNEXIONS wrr:a: THE SEWERAGE 
SYSTEM- IN MELBOURNE AND SUBURBS. 

Municipality. 

Melbourne City... ' 
South Melbourne City 
Prahran City 
Fitzroy City 
Richmond City, .. 
St. KiIda City '" 
Collingwood City 
F()Otscray City .. . 

·J:lawthorn City .. . 
" 'B~nswick City'". 
'·Essendon City 

Mltlvern, City 
Caulfield City 
N orthoote City 
Camberwell City 
':Brighton Town ... 
Port Melbourne Town 
Williamstown Town 
KewTown 
Coburg Town ... 
Heid"elbE!rg Shire 
PrestOn Shire ' .. 
Moorabbin Shire 

iNunawading Shire 

Totai 

.•. 

No. of Tenements 
connecUld on 31st 
December. 1915. 

26,497 
10,il5 
11,593 
7,86.; 

10,124 
6,656 
8,300-
6,031 
6,Cl7(} 
8,(l4(} 
6,il7 
4,714 
3,635, 
4,59& 
3,02& 
3,403 
2,982 
3.231 
2,501 
1,708 

538 
844 

1,153 
203 

141,139 

PROGRESS REPORT OF SEWERAGE WORK. 
On the 31st December, 1915, the sewerage system was practically-' 

completed in the following districts within the Board's Metropolitan 
area, viz.:- ,,'" , 

Melbourne, Botith Melbourne, Po;rt Melbourne, Collingwood" 
Fitzroy, Richmond, Prahran, St. Kilda, Mootabbin, Nunawading,,' 
aDd the thickly populated portions of Essendon a.nd Ma.lvern. 



Municipal Statistics. 281 

The system was nearly completed in Brighto.n, Hawthora, and 
Fo.o.tscray, j1nd the thickly populated Po.rtio.ns o.f Brunswiok, Camber~ , 
well, Northco.te"Preston, and Williamstown, together with the greater \ 
Po.rtions o.f Coburg and Kew, and, in a lesser degree, Caulfield. A fair 
proportion of the thicldy Po.Pulated Po.rtio.ns o.f Heidelberg has also. 
been co.mpleted. • 

During the past twelve mo.nths thf:l wo.rk has pro.gressed princi
pally in Caulfield, Heidelberg Malvern, Northcote, Brunswiok, and 
Preston, and, in a lesser degree, in Essendon, Footscray, a,nd 
Hawthorn. Main and branch sewers have been extended in Brighto.ll, 
<laulfield, Heidelberg, and Williamsto.wn, to. meet the requirements o.f 
..the new reticulation areas. 

Reticulatio.n area co.ntracts have been Co.mpleted in Brunswick, 
"Caulfield, E3sendo.n, Hawtho.rn, Heidelberg, Malvern, No.rthcote, and 
Presto.n; also. numero.us reticulation extensions by c,ontract and day 
1abour have been carried out to. pro.vide fo.r new buildings, o.r fresh 
'Subdivisio.ns in variQus portio.ns o.f the MetrQPolitan area, and retic.ula
tion area co.ntracts and reticulatio.n extensions by CQntract and day 
labo.ur are no.w being carried o.ut in Caulfield, FQo.tscray, Hawthorn, 
,and Malvern, Camberwell, E3sendQn, Prahran, SQuth Melbo.urne, 
..st. Kilda, &c. 

The who.le system was so. far advanced that on the date mentio.ned 
abQve the sewage frQm 145,469 tenements CQuid be cQllected, including 
,tho.se inside and o.utside gazett!ld areas, and 145,017 tenements CQuld be 
.cQnnected. Of these, 141,139 tenements were co.nnected, and work 
was in prQgress Qn 1,669 o.ther premises.' The tQtal number Qf fittings 
cQnnected with the system was .as fo.llQWS :-53 public cQnveniences 
.and 80 public urinals, 163,116 water closets, 121,359 baths, 93,890 
sinks, 91,886 sets o.f wash trQughs, 44,182 lavato.ries, 15,635 stables, 
9,324 urinals, 7,843 PQlluted areas and paved )"ards, 1,922 cellars, 1,047 
slQP hQPpers, 295 latrines, and 325 dairies, there being al80452 tenements 
with no. fittings to. co.nnect. The hQuse cQnneno.ns pipea jQin the 
1}-inch reticulatio.n pipes, which are gradually co.llected into 12-inch, .. 
15-inch, and I8-inch pipes, and then again into. brick and concrete 
branch sewers, which join the sub-mains and mains. In all I;362! 
-miles of reticulation and 150i miles o.f mains and branch sewers 
have been co.mpleted, making a tQtallength of 1,5131 miles.· 

Particulars Qf the system are as fo.llows :....:. 
The sewage o.f the metro.PQlis is delivered into. two. main sewers and 

-a subsidiary main leading to. the pumping statio.n at Spo.tswo.od. 
The two. main sewers are---
1.' The North Yarra main sewer (No.rth Y~rra system), which 

-co.mmences with Heidelberg, and then.ce takes up East Kew, Preston, 
CQburg, NQrtheo.te, Brunswick, the CliftQn Hill part Qf CQllingwo.od, 
also. Fitzro.y, and the No.rth Carlton, North Melbo.urne, and Flemington 
.and Kensington parts o.f Melbourne, together with Essendon and 
.Footsore. y. 

-. 



, ,2. ~h~ Hobson's :Bay ~ain .tre't#ir (South Yarra system), which ' 
_UI ~t $\n:d:ringham, pW1i:ing wP :fkiigliton-, 'OImlfield, MaJtem, St. 
~; ~berWen, and' a ~~ 1pM't &f NUnawMing,be.!=iidestfi'e. 
W1Mining part ofKe1r, M!b He.wt~, Prttbtan:&tith Melbourir~ .. 
ilMt Melbourne, 'Riohb1oi'fa., ;~a the 'fIe'mainmg pa.rto~ 'Collingwood .. 
with East ".Melbourne, and other remaining parts of Melbo,ll'ne. 

i'he subl!li8iazy ~h, \vhiel:i take's in WiUia'MstoW1l, joins the
\!i:;bson'k '&y 'rtlain ~oi'e l.t enterS ~epu'n'lpin}t 'station. 

I 

PUMPiING 'sTA'l10~, 'RfSING ·MA.''lNS,AND 'OUTFALL ;SEWER~ 
h . . 'WJt~noolteottld '~'tSptit'!l\vM~ the ,twoaystt1b.s ate deaJ:1;:. -=, ," . ,wIth m

i
, sepll~ate bUlldIngs~ an~ aft! arranged to be worke& 

.... ,., . 'either-sepa~'tely or,unite(Uy. The sewa,ge en'tei's the pump
.,sMftiinit'a l'E\vel 0'150 feet beib'*tow':W'ltter~tkth't(jugh straining: 
wtI$; titieufw1l16h ii;r estl1tfnih~ oil ~ttdh·systE!m. 'rIte wells are of 22 fee't 
M'tWna:l diafu.et~r,· ahd . ~a6h cOlltailis 'two' s'trairiingoages, one of whioh. 
is Iit\ftiY8 'ih 'p~itioh. 'rlie 'sl>lid . matter caugnt in them is 'transftned 
t6~ tfilfer in,'ihebriildiIig oVer 'the 'Wells,whera it is subject 'to steam.: 
p~u~ -':ind 'oonMquently toa h,igh 'tetnpetature,'whiohrendets the
in'Il:~tialitmoouoli8. ~lfe matetialftom the drier is of :110 'rn.i:Ultitia) 

. value and is destroyed in a furnaoe. The sewage is raised by th~pumps. 
1t~ 'fWt tli~hM ~6"·!~·1ma "O:B.~ ~l.fee't '(ft'\)u:~tIWirbn "risihg mains; 
i·;_J6}ie lUre'e Ile~tfuHHittg <~e [ftb.'eiile, ,~a;6h \!!''7In'iUHM 'long'tan 
~t(d.()k'8:~hli}eS)-.tto~~he '~e'1td. ;6f 't1'ie outfall sewer, 'at 
ljJtl6'bkIf;1, 75 'if€et 'above 'low"water 'itiatk, whence it gravitates to 'the
vefiN:lPJnUib lSe\\ra'ge :Farm at W~rribee'ina p'artly~6pen and pattly
~dew}inel 16 'miles long, of 11 feet lliameter,andhavinga gra'de 
«~foot'1ibthe'mile. The full oapaoity oftheoutfaU sewer is 18,000. 

, ,<&llSiofeet 'a'wimlte. " 

METRQPOLlrr'AN'SEWAGE ,FARM . 
...... iaha. The purification oftlre' Sewaige''e£ MellYou:rne arid'Subu~ 

. is 'e'Hee-ted by filtration and 'aeration through the na~l 
'. ~ bf the Sem,'ge' Farm, WhiCh oontains 11,153 -acres 11'000 5i perclig 
'bf~d aitualted 1toout 24''IJiiIles'BO'Il'tih-west 6£ MelbOurne lIind 4 miles. 
W81r.weAlt;t'Of the toW:B.ship 161 WEiftibEle in open pl'ain cool1try, enjoy.s 
an a~~~'tfl;ihfall of 18 mCliI!s, 'all'd has the Wei'i'tbee 'River for its. 
easteni. boundary, with a IOllgfrontageto Port ~hillipBay on theSQuth 
f(~~ from t:\le mo,\!th of the .w erribee River to the mouth of the
Lt'1tle ':kiver),to whioh the lana. gradually slopes from the north, the
highest point being 44 feet above low-water mark. The head of the 
rising main at Brooklyn is, as has been' mentioned; 75 feet . above
·t<hv~~.mD.rk 1ilid ~the 'Sewuge 'Jfttiws by igmVitll.ti&n Itom there to. 
flre'fal4m, "tt J~noeOf16 miIGlS, 'w~e the pOint Ofdeil.ivery is 37 (2f), 
~t"'(~~'Mw -W11~ri lflia.rk. 

'·To1'ii¥iga.~' the !,>portion of the 'ifMfuha'boVe 'lt1ia.t level'nOOes!lita1!es. 
;pmnpitig, "ilIb'd in"Sle 'ilieantIme"ln0Stof'·tlie high Iland' is 'beiJBg n~e'd. 
for dry farming, cereal crops being grown. 
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The 'farm originally comprised 8,'M7 acres 0 roods ~~. 
"Virgin unimproved land,which (together with a strip 111 mttM loDJ •. 
oontaining Hl8!'acres, on which the greater portiou of the main otttWl' 
sewer from the pum~ing I3tation to the mrm is eonstructed~ coat the, ' 
Board £1'59,873 in 1~2'. By an Act of Parliament pa.ssed 01'1 11. 
August, 1911, the Crown was authorised to sen to the Board -at ft 1* 
acre an area of 805 acres 3 roods 11 perckes of luw-lying 'Cmwr.t laud 
along the foreshore of the bay adjoining 'the sewage farm. 'By~, 
Act of Parliament, passed on Hth December, 191'2, 'It furtherl!l.T1!la lit 
615 acres I rood 8 perches of foreshore land W&!! aequiredftom 6e 

• Government 'at ~per acre. This land, extending westerly to "lim , 
mouth of, the Little River, gave the Bo.ard a frontage to the bafr;~ 
'extending from11hat river to the Werrihee Rivet. An area of -25! aeres 
3 roods 7 perches of irrigable land adjoining "the sewage ia:rm ott h 
south-westwas'IitCquiredby private treaty at £15 per aare du:ritig 1'913;' 
120 acres 2 ro.ods 38 perches o.f private land adjoining the '3ibove imla , 
has 'Since beenacqui:red at £5 12s. sa. per acre, and 811 acres 2 roo& " 
16 perohes at the north-ea.st corner of the origina11a:rm. area. hu~ 
'Purchased from the Lands Purchase and M:mtrgemeDt 'Boaffl'" 
'£25 per acre. 'fhe last two ptr:rchases ''Were made in 1M 4. 'ftte 
lroqui1>ement of these areaB has incre&sed1ihe size df. 't1re'&'_~m"llI'1m!l!l: 
to H,153 acres 1 rood '5! perches. 

Bmore being -required for tlewage dispOSfil the gregterpottion 
the farm was leased by the Board to hay and grai:n8fOWElrs, and 
bigiilyproduetive under wheat. oats, '8.00 barley. 'fhe' :rents 
up to a'bout ~. 'P'6r acre,and. foT a 1'lumbe:r of y.earsaveragea 
per acre overtlhe whole area iet . 

• e methodfoUowed 'by the EoaI'd 'Was to gradual~resume." 
hom tlretenants as it 'was required for sew.a.gefiitnttion 'P~ili. ' , 
'ord"er to 'keep, pace with the progress of ,the 'SeWera,ge hU1l!ile comi~ , 
work in tlie Metropolis. It has now all been resumed, but t'hei'BfIII. 
considerable ,area yet to be brought under irrigation, pr.ep:n-sQaD!for ",' 
-which is carried on contInuously. " , • ,~ 

'the pro-cess of preparation.gemmdly 'foUowed is uioftows :~A'fter 
being diviq,ed by roads into rectangu:laT bioo~ Of SO acres, the. 
'blocks are again subdivided into paddooks of 20 acres (20 ''d'lm1ns '. 
by ]0 chains). The So.il is broken up by steam ploug'hs,1:he lrottom, 
being SU'bsoiled to a depth of about 2 ft. '6 in., and, where rreeessary.," , 
under4r4ined with agriculturM pipes. The blocks are then graael 
into ~ of ,ahoutha'H an aere each, and commanded 'by dis" ~~, 
tributing drains to facilitate rapid flooding-where 'the 'na~' 
contour 'Of too 'Country, is uneven it is round 'fteeessary fu P'8.'e tM ,'. / 
:mocks in ,small teria0'e8 '; deep drairrage 'e\'annels 'are 1Ctl't, file '..rI!h '", . 
from same being tlirO'Wll 11p tofotm 'embankments ta'~ "the . 
mmn S'lIlpply carriers along the 'bbt'fItd3lries of these oo..a.cre ~1IJi~ 
whieh 'are ~t the 'l!ametime securely 'fenced,andp!an1ied 'Widi:' 
trees for'S'helteT and breakwinds. The main 'ca'l.'riam 1lfld drtftnsM::" 
paranel north 'to 'Scrn'tb t~h the iarm mnng<half '3. mile .tt~, 

, . 
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Ilb.ruuTlA'l'II and drains branch east and west, every'lOchaiIl8. 
1lli1t'a'V8ilfable area of the 20-acre block is reduced to about 18 acres 

o!lCupiedby the camera, drains, roads, •• dplantations. 
'Pl'El'pa:red blocka, a:re generally sown with lucerne or perennial 

pr~irieol' rye) or a miXture; _lucerne and prairie 
and in a few months are ready to be :6.00ded with sewage. 

" resultani(growth is very rapid, .and (with the exception of a few 
",hUJldred acres of lucerne reserved for hay) the irrigated lucerne and 
• .grasaes are,.pastured with sheep, cattle, and horses; the practict' being 
" 'w, keep,~e8tock sh.ifting, from block to block (in flocks of about 500 

D41M1D,'Q1' aIi~uivalent number of horses or cattle to each 18 acres) to 
down in front of the sewage water. The filtered sewage is 

into the bay by a .series .ofmain effiuent\>hannels running 
north and 80uththrough the farm. 

nrrmn'rf;iem of the farIt\ lands will necessarily never be avail-
for p1,ll'poses. One hundred and twenty-nine acres have 
devoted to sites for townships and manager's and workmen's 

1QttI~t, of which last there are 57 on the farm. There are au presen. 
of plantations and reserves, and the ptivate roads and channels 

_mUl., for a further 456 acres; the area so utilized must of course 
In<<re&I!e as additional sections of the farm are brought under irrigation. 

t~e items-cottage ,and township sites. (129 acres), plantations 
" " ,(t~~),.al1dprivate,r~ anc'Lohannels (456 ac~)-

, , for 1,026 ac~. ' 
acre of properly prepared land under irrigation suffices 

sewage of only 100 persons, and as there are upwards of 
, tenements connected with the sewerage system each 

1914-15 there were 6,940 additional tenements conn_d), 
seen that it is only a matter of a few years before aY the 

land of the original purchase will be under intense irrigation; 
necessity for the acquirement of the additional areas previously 

to. 
, total area available fOf sewage disposal ,at 30th June, 1915, 

',' 7,593 acres, and the average quantity of Sewage delivered daily 
'.,~~to ~ a:re, a durin~th, e, yeM1914-15 was 29,521,144 gallons = 108t 

.,~~t~ ~ day = 5tieet per annum over the whole of the prepared 
'.~ thtfarm. '. , 

.,~ iQrea under irrigation, 349 acres were sown with maize for 
'" 4'O.d 58Q acres of lu~rne were cut for hay, leavi~g 5,~§~ acres 
.of, ,and small areas under fodder crops of maIze, 0418, and 
raplf(tQta.lling 277 acres) to be depastured with stock. 

,,' '; Notwithstanding the large quantity pf sewage water required to 
. J>e: ~ton the pastures summer and wintera.like, the effective filtration 

wb~ must be the Bo~d's first consideration, a considerable profit 
Q.~ved from the farming and· grazing operations. The principal 

of revenue are from the fattening of store sheep and cattle 
the grazing, of horses on aWstment. The maXimum stock 

"carried'in spring was ~ horses, 19,000 ~eep. and 2,000 cattle, and the 
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'mlmmum in winter 1,150 horses, 7,000 sheep, and 3,000 cattle, the 
~eneral practice being to gradually reduce the stock from the spring maximum to the minimum in' winter. The profits from transactions in sheep and cattle for the year 1914-15 were-from sheep, £5,954; . from cattle, £16,099. The revenue from agistIlUlnt (principally horses) was £6,851. The fat stock from the farm always excite keen competition from butchers and freezers, and command high prices. 

The following are particulars of the sales for the year ended 30th .June, 1915 :-

Lucerne (Chaff and Hay) 
Barley (Grain and Straw) 
Oatenilliaff 
Maize' .• 
Potatoes.: 

Total 

£ 8. d. 
16,691 8 10 
2,348 2 3 

384 S 9 
2.381 1 5 

60 12 6 

21.865 13 9 

Experiments are being carried on to ascertain the yarieties of lucerne and maize best suited for growing on the sewage farm, and the varieties of grasses likely to fi~urish under the largest amount of winter irrigation. 
The total capital cost of the farm for purchase and preparation was at 30th June, 1915, £542,659, and after paying interest on this 1Ium and all charges in connexion with the disposal of the sewage the net . profit resulting from the various farming operations and the' receipts from rents of cottages, &c., for the year 1914-15 amounted to £7,601; the estimated population served by the sewerage system being 617,170. The profitableness of the farming and grazing operations is 'largely influenced l>y the climatic conditions of the State generally, and the net cost of ·sewage purification varies accordingly from year to year. The average for the five yearf! 19JO-11 to 1914-15 was 3' 42d. per head per annum. 
The sewage farm is supplied with water for stock and domestic . purposes from the metropolitan water supply system. 
Statistical detailsl'elating to the farm for the year 1914-15 or as a~ 30th June, 1915. are as follows:-

Acres. 
Total area of farm 11.153 

Area sown with grasses . . 0.464 Area of settling pits under fodder crops other than 
lucerne .or grasses-

Maize, 164 acres; Oats, 18 acres; Re.pe, 95 
acres.. 277 

Total area of irrigated pasture available for 
grazing .. 5,741 
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":;A:eR u;nder J.ueer.ne fo.r hay 
•• "maize lot grain 

, "'"», ' 

Total.azea'~r imgation ami mileue culture .. 
~rea 'Pt9pat9i if)!' settling pits fur ~sewage : .• 

T'Ota,l area prepared for irrigation and sewage 
diSposal .. .. 

At&t u~er p~'1ati.on for irrigation 

Total me:t. :rwepared and under prepara tio~ 'f0r 
irrigation .. .....' .. 

Area under ,cereal crops (wheat, barw,Y • .and oats) not 
included above . 

Area under bare fallow ., 
,. of swampy ground .reserved for settling pits 

Areas r.eserved f.or 1l0ttage gites (102 acres) and town
ship sites (27 acres) .. 

.. plantations and reserves 
" private ~$ andbhannels ". 

t •. 

'Total area ot hom .. 

, ~cerne hay-uea 'Cut 
Total jield of lucerne kay for goo.son 
ll\laize lor grsln-area harvested 
Avru:age yield per acre .. 

Acres 
Tons 

Acres 
Bushels 

Fodder crops (other than lucerne or ~e8')
~e 
Oats 
{Rape 

Total 
'. Area:'8own with grasses ' . • . 

:Portion of area under lucerne for hay 
" " "maize for grain 

.Am'eage oarrying' sheep .. 
cattle 
horses (on agistment) " " .. " 

Total 

, 
Acres .. 

580 
349 

6.,6?O-
92~ 

7,593-
278; 

7,871 

676-
642 
938: 

J29-
443 
45'& 

ll,ll>S· 

.£)89 
2,443 
• 349-

.29< 

. ~es.. 
}64:. 

16 
:9i 

277 
5,464 

193· " 
lIS! 

. 6,;{)tf() 

2,000-
3,000-
1,050 

6,050· 



Number of sheep and cattle purchased and sold for 
yoar endoo. 30th ,June, 1915-

Purchased 
Sold 

Stock ca.rried-

Horses. 

Maximum in spring- 800 
Minimum in winter~1,150 

Sheep. 
26,322 
22,084 

l~,OOO 
7,000 

:Profits from transactions in live-stoc'k-
Sheep , 
Oattle 

Total 

Agistment fees {prinQipaUy horses} 

:Men employed by Board on farm 

'population resident on farm over 21 years of age 
,. " under 21 years of age 

Total 

HOQSes on farm owned by Board 

Horses owned by Board
Working horses-Draught 

" " Light. 
'Brood mares 
Foals 

Total 

I. 

A:rea'steam ploughed for 'irrigation 
" " " for' plantations and reserves 
" mole-drained by steam plant 
" lnnderdrained with pipes .• 

• 

., 

Cattle. 
3,553, 
4,052 

2,000 
3,000 

£5,954 
16,099-' 
-.--' 

£22,053-, 

£6,851 

No. 
169-

1411; 
15()' 

294 ' 

57 
---. 

i1S: 
23· 
21 
18 

14(}· 

.Aures. . 

7:218. 
188· 

1,l'45 
1&:$, 
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Length of main oarrier embankments..--cement lined 
" " " ." unlined 

Total .,' 

~ngth of au bsidiary carriers
·C.l. flUmes 
0.0. flumes 
Embankments unlined 

" 

Miles. Ohains, 

S 10 
22 30 

30 40 

15 62 
4 72 

38 66 

Total ,,' , .. 59 40 

\Length of main .drains 
" subsidiary drains 
" pipe drains ,. 
"agricultura.l pipes 

Total " 

J.;ength of water pipes la.id.:.-6~inch 
" .. 4-inoh 

" 
" ,. 

" 
'Total 

" 
" 
" 
" 

3-inch 
2-inch 
It·-inch 
I-inch 

Length of roads formed .. 
" fencing erected ," 

". " wirenetted 

" 

.. 

31 35 
88 70 
27 1 
32 49 

179 75 

2 25 
11 7 
0 7 

14: 7 
2 33 
3 53 

33 52 

33 14 
314 23 

6 23 

No. 

"Trees planted 210,000 
Average quantity of sewage delivered daily on to 

farm for year 1914-15 = in gallons., " 29,521,144 • 
= 108! acre-feo:lt per day = 51 feet per annum • 
over·the total area available for sewage disposal, 
.viz./l.593 acres. ;A:, 

~otal capital cost of farm to 30th June, 1915 • • £542,659 • 

PrOfit on sewage farm for year 1914-15 
'..Population served by ,sewerage system, •• 

• 

£7,601 
617,170 
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FIRE BRIGADES BOARDS. 
~~,,:::::.:r ' Connected with the water service of the State generally 
Boards. is the service of water required for fire ex:tinction. 

Under the Fire Brigades Act 1915, there are constituted a metro
politan fire district, controlled by the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board~ 

. and nine country fire districts, controlled by the Country Fire BrigadeII' 
Board. The supervisors are the chief officers of the respective Boards,. 
who are aided by deputies and other assistants. 

The arrangements for fire extinction in the metropolis are closely~ 
allied to those for the Melbourne water supply, the service having, 
been provided under the clauses of the Fi'l'e Brigades Act 1915, and its. 
amendments. ' , 

The Metropolitan Fire District embraces the area' included in the 
various municipalities within a radius of ten miles from the General' 
Post Office. The area vested in the Melbourne and Metropolitan.. 
,Board of Works is included in this area, but the Metropolitan Fire
Brigades Board has jurisdiction over portions of the shires of Wyndham" 
Braybrook. Keilor, Broadmeadows, Heidelberg, Templestowe, Nuna
wading, Mulgrave, and Moorabbin, within the lO-mile radius, which are
not vested in the Melbournt> and Metropolitan Board of Works. The
Metropolitan Fire DistriC't includes the greater portion of the shire of 
Moorabbin, and it extends in a southerly direction as far as; 
Mordialloc, that township being included .. 

The Metropolitan Fire Board is composed of nine members, of 
whom three art' appointed by the Governor in Council, three by the' 
municipal councils, and three by the insurance cQmpanies. 

Powtn'S or A section of the Fire Brigades Act provides that, 
tile Board. for the purpose of extinguishing any fire the chief 
officers of the fire brigades may in the areaS under their respective- . 

. control "cause water to be shut off from any main or pipe m 
order to obtain a greater pressure and supply of water for the purpose, 
of extingui'lhing any fire, and no person or body having the management. 
of any water supply shall be liable to any penalty or claim by reason. 
of any interruption of the supply of water occasioned by compliance 
with the provisions of this section." • 

Another section of the Act· prC!vides that" each Board, its 
officers and servants, any looal oommittee, its officers apd servants,· 
and any brigade registered under this Act shall have the lIse of 
all water mailll~, water plugs,valves, pipes, vested in or belonging 
to the Board of Land and Works or any public or .municipal oorpora· 
tion, or local body whatsoever, and of all water therein, or in any welt 
or tank, free of charge, for the purpose of extinguishing any fu:e, or-' 
for the plirpose of drills, competitions, and practice, conducted under-
the autbority of either board or any local committee." . 

Looal conncils have the rigbt~ in the interests of fire prevention,.' 
with Ghe approval of the Governor in Council, of making, altering, 
or repealing by-laws for the purpose of regulating the height of aU' 
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"htlildings erected in then 0'WIl ~l'ftlitry, 'o,r ill any part of it, and ' 
.alae for providing mea.ns. of. ~ from such buil~ during a. ir~ 

The general. dntiea @f thlt Fna Brigades BQa.rd$ are defined to be. 
'those "of takiBg, su~rintendjnf;.l\lld enforcing. all necessary steps 
'for the e~nt of fires~ and f'Qr the rrotection of l?1e and 
'PropeJ,'~ ~ ease. of ,fire, and the .I~,en.eraJ o.ontro of all sta. tiona ~nd of 
.aU fire ~des shall be vested III the Boards for tlie metropolIs and 
-country d\stricts respeoj;ively. The Boards ma.y p1lrchas.e or lease 
property f()r Ur(' brigade stations, and control the formation of per
manent and volunteer fi're brigades, and school!! of instruction, the 
_iutenance pf fire alarms, alld the establishment of communication, 

.wlephomc 1l.nit other.·' . 
. :') '.:: The :M.tUboUrne and. :Metro:eolita.n Board of Works is bound, to ~ep 

'.u.it.s pipes" to wllieh:axe piuga are afij.xed, oharged with water, unless. 
!prevented by u:.nnsual drought Olt other unavoidable OOIuse. or during 
~sary repairlt, and shall allow adl persons at all times to take and, 
".gob. _ter fOf extinguishing fires. On 3()th June, 1915, the Board 
W med t.Q iill! 222 miles 42 chains of leading mains and 1,253 lui1elt< 
"661 oluW:as of l'eticulllotion JIOAins, 2,894 pillar hydrants, 121 Treg.ea.r 
paJlent hydruts, and 14,761ha.ll fire plugs, viz., 14,73.9 BatemAn. and 
Moore {of which 1,441 are with spring) and,22 Foww partente-.a. gr.all.ll 
T.ot~l of 17,776.. Except in oaae of accident. r~pa.irs, or cle,anillg. •. the~e, 
~rna.m.s are l:ept constantly full Q£ W4.W undfli: pressure. 

t. llelhou.rne "&l.ld M.Qpolitan Boo.ra of· 'Worb, und .. the ,..te. ~y previsiolls of the Cot18Oli~6fl Act of 1915, must, upon. th@ 
'~u~tof any mwnei.p&l ceunoil within its boundaries, fix proper 
~ plugs, in the main and:, other pipes belonging to the Board, at 
~en'ieftt distaJ'lees. and at such places as the Boord may cOJ'}si-a:er 
~er afld cOlrVerrient f()f the supply of watM' for extinguishing any 
~ whieh may break out, within i1ls limits. The cost ef fixing Bre 
~ and notice boards, t~t~eTwil1lt the 'cos~ of their ~~intenanee, 
iWuSt 'be. defrayed by the IDUil'i-Ielpat eotme,l withill whose limIts tll'te fi're 
.'(1hig. is b:ed. The Boo.rd .m.i'lIy also b :fi.l'& plugs for pt'iva.te eWl1efS', 

pi"&vided they pay the <lOst aJld'main~nce. 

. The Metropolitan Fire-&i~e& Board QU.31st De{l~moor • • ,:wr 1~15, l!.3.4l. ltnM:r its. oontlrol the foUQWing:-FOl'ty.six 
.......... s.t&tioos, 241 members. of p&~nw statil. 3!i members· of 

. specW serv.ice. ~, 'Z mlHnbflnt- ot 0leJ!icaJ staii, 18. ~,.. 
~ in tb WOl!~oPs. ].30. pa.r~aUj' paid firemen, 10 steam. 
~ ~es". 4- gasolQne engin~, 3 petl<o.l .otoc We angines, 1 maw _y,age wag89J1 aaa .hemiQa} ~:a.giQ6 CQliQhiMQ, 2 motor cflmbffiA· 
-ti$n appliaJlces, 21 motel' hose ~g80na, 2 motor cyilles. 1 motor 
IQUY" 1 ClU. Qffi.O&J:'s :Qi\(}tor cal. M bJ;)~ hQ3~ re(\1s, ~8. aaad hose. 
reels, 8 extension IMlder:a and. fire esoapea.. 6 Pow;pier la.ddllllS, 10 
-e ___ a.IKl 8alflJ1y ~, 1 salvaglt .. \WA: 4:7 ~SM,. 118,071 flIlet 
-0£ hos.j4:2d .. ~ pm."., Q. SInQke he~ ~ amo,ke j~etst. _ 
.. fke.sJ __ , .• O\tiQ ·ba.ving 862 meetir~Ia.r,JruJ,. of '\\ihiQb 84Q, 
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-contained telephones, and the remaining 22 were fir_6 alarms only. 
'There were also 507 auxiliary boxes and 19 automatic systems in pubJie 
.and other buildings, 136 direct telephone lines, 58 of which were acting 
-as fire alarms to buildings, and 29 circuit& to sprinkler instaJlatio~. 
with 59 sprinkler call tl'Q.nsmitting instruments-. fhe total length of 
wire in use outside stations for fire alarms and telephones is about 
'689 miles. 

During 1915 the cost of maintenaooc &f the Metropolitan Fire
Brigade was £89,819, one-third being contributed by each of the eon
vibuting bodies, viz., Government of Victoria, municipalities willhin:, th& 
Metropolitan Fire District, and the insurance companies; oarrying on 
,business in that distriot. The municipalities' contribution is equaJ' t(} 
·83d. in the £1 over an area wherein the property is valued at £7,365,249, 

-and that of the insurance companies is equal to £5 Is. 8d. for every 
:£100 of premiums on insured property. The premiums received in the 
Melbourne Fire District in 1914 amounted to £502,763, and the total_ of 
the payments made by the companies in 1915 for the maintenalliOe of 
rth,: fire bri~e system was £25,565. 

The CoUntry Fire Brigades Board consists of nme 
-ColIRby,'Flre members. Three are appointed by the Governor in Council, 
:~ two are elected by the municipal councils of the distr~t8. 

in which tli.ere are brigades registered under ,fie ~. 
rtwo are elected by the fire insurance companies carrying on business· in. 
-such districts, and tw~ by the registered fire brigades. The Board 
annually elects one of its members as president. The tenure of the Board 
members is two years. The Board's revenue in 1915 was £16,073, 

-which was obtained from the following sources :~(a) Govelnment,: 
:£5,266; (b) municipalities, £5,433; (0) insuranc~ companies."J!5,338; and 
.{d) other sources, £36. The expenditure for the year amounted to £16,470. 
"There are 108 municipal councils and 66 insurance companies included 
in the operation of the Act. The premiums received by the insurance 
-<companies in country districts during the year 1914 amounted ·to 
£205,636, ancl the ,total of their contributions in 1915 for the up-keep 

·-of the brigades was £5,266. The total value of rateable property 
-assessed within the Board's district in 1915 was £1,812,542. All brigades 
under the control of the Board are volunteer brigades;, but in the large 
-towns a few permanent stationkeepers and watchml;Jn are also employed. 
'There are 128 registered brigades, and one more is about to be 
·registered. The numheI: of mg:is.teJ:ed.. fuemen. is. 2,.708, hut in many 
'brigades there is, in additiOIl to the registered firemen, a number of 
-.. reserve members." The Chief Officer of the Board frequently 
inspects the brigades, and also pays them "surprise visits." He 
reports monthly to the Board as to the efficiency of the service, and 
in regard 'to the equipment necessary to be supplied. In 1915 the 
·chief items of the plant consisted of 5 steam engines, 1 motor engine, 63 
manual engines, 11 horse brakes, 61 apparatns carriages, 3 fire escapes, 
;about 280 hose reels, and rtpproximately 180,000 feet of canvas hose. 
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Particulars of r~ipts and' expenditure of both Boards.' :t..:d during thenve years ended 30th June, 1915, are as ~ollows :-

REVENUE AND vPENDITUREOF FIRE BRIGADES BOARDS :: 
RETURN FOR FIVE YEARS. • 

Ordi'naIr?J 1l~ceipt8, 
Contributions - Govern· 

meaty Municipal, and 
Insurance .. , .. , 

. ,. 'Pts for Services .... 
bterest and Sundries .,. 

Total ... . 
. Ordinary Expenditure. 

Salaries ... .. . 
Fire Expenses ... .. . 
Ad ministrati va Charges. &0. 
Plant-Purchase and Re· 

pairs .... .. . 
Interest ... .. . 
Sinking Fllnd ... ; .. 
Firemen's Aooident hnd 
:Mi$cellaneous ... ... 

Total 

/.041& E:IlpendituTe. 
Purchase of Land and 

Erection of Buildings,&c. 
I 

t. 

1911, 

£ 

69,837 
3,106 
3,039 

75,982 

40,939 
3,297 

13,874 

4,185 
5,1<06 
2.000 

500 
6,4~ 

77,057 

72 

1912. 

78,206 
5,172 
2.109 

85,487 

48,798 
3,IK3 

16,1>11 

7,176 
5,995 
2,000 

550 
6,243 

90,462 

417 

\ 

1913. 

£ 

82.540 
5,941 
3.725 

92,206 

50,426 
3,233 

15,584 

4,592 
. 5,11'28 
2,430 

550 4ro 
87,323 

14,796 

1914. 

£ 

85.036 
8,241 
1.261 

94,538 

54,285 
3.312 

19,515 

4,112 
7.217 
2,215 

650 
4.624 

95.930 

19,373 

'. 

1915. 

£ • 

93,831 
6,634 
9,993 

110,458 

56,104 
8,261 

24,056 

4,224 
8,838 
2,735 

604 
6,467 

106,289 

28,808 




